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ABSTRACT 
BASILICA FUNCTION IN THE URBAN LANDSCAPE OF LATE 
ANTIQUE CYPRUS 
 
Past attempts at determining trends in late antique ecclesiastical architecture 
have generally focused on stylistic comparisons. This paper uses data categories relating 
to basilica size, topography, and architectural features to compare urban basilicas and to 
identify various functional types of basilicas that existed in the late antique cities of 
Cyprus. 
Chapter 1 introduces the topic in terms of significance to the field and reveals 
research questions. Chapter 2 provides a review of relevant research in the field of late 
antique studies, a historical overview of past archaeological thought regarding 
ecclesiastical architecture, and historical background on the church in Late Antiquity. 
Chapter 3 presents the research design and overall strategy of the study. Chapter 4 
provides an overview of the late antique excavated remains for the cities and basilicas 
included in the study and the data collected from each basilica. Chapter 5 analyzes 
collected data on the basilica level and city level, and presents findings based upon the 
analyzed data. Chapter 6 summarizes the results of the study and suggests implications 
for future research in the field.  
Erin L. Daughters, M.A. 
Advisor: Thomas W. Davis, Ph.D. 
School of Theology 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2015 
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CHAPTER 1 
OVERVIEW 
Introduction and Purpose 
Excavation of public architecture on Cyprus has contributed greatly to our 
knowledge of Late Antiquity, but we have only begun to understand the complexity of 
the urban communities. Prior to the last few decades, archaeological investigation of late 
antique Cyprus largely focused on its churches; therefore, most information on the late 
antique cities of Cyprus pertains to the areas within and immediately surrounding 
basilicas. Most studies of the excavated churches focus on art and architecture: whether 
to determine Cyprus's place within Constantinople and Antioch’s stylistic reaches, to 
trace patterns of decoration and ornamentation throughout the island, or to date the 
buildings based on style. Little research has been devoted to basilica function outside 
basic identifications of rooms (i.e., nave, baptistery, catechumena, etc.). 
Today, with the shifting focus of archaeological research towards less 
destructive and less expensive means of collecting data and towards the examination of 
settlement patterns and larger trends, the excavation of individual basilicas is becoming 
less and less relevant. Viewing ecclesiastical architecture from a strictly stylistic 
perspective has resulted in basilicas being dismissed as elite structures that say little 
about the common person; however, unlike a palace or villa, the congregants of a basilica 
spanned the length of the socio-economic spectrum, providing an important window into 
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the economy, culture, and religion of the urban areas. There is still important cultural 
information to be gleaned from the study of basilicas. 
The cities of late antique Cyprus had multiple basilicas. Clearly, each basilica 
had a distinctly different meaning and served distinctly different ecclesiastical functions 
within the late antique community, or basilicas would not vary so widely in size, location, 
and presence of features. The practice of identifying architecture is helpful for 
determining the plan and style of the basilica, but does little to contribute to our 
understanding of late antique urbanism. No basilica is exactly the same, but through 
comparison, various functional basilica types with unique elements begin to emerge. 
These various basilica types were recognizable to the late antique communities and 
served different roles within Christian ritual. The purpose of this paper is to examine how 
basilicas interacted together within the urban landscape of Cyprus from the fourth to the 
seventh centuries CE.  
The research takes the form of a qualitative, multi-case study of eight 
prominent late antique Cypriot cities and their corresponding basilicas. Using data 
collected from site reports, annual project updates, popular level articles, top plans, and 
personal observations, the researcher compares and contrasts basilica function within the 
context of fourth to seventh century urban Cyprus. After analyzing the collected data, she 
proposes a loose typology relating to the function of basilicas in the selected cities in an 
effort to understand the function of the urban basilica throughout late antique Cyprus. 
The current chapter will provide a brief introduction, discuss the significance 
of the research, and reveal research questions. Chapter 2 will provide a review of relevant 
literature, a historical overview of past archaeological thought regarding late antique 
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basilicas, and historical background on the late antique period. Chapter 3 will present the 
research design and overall strategy of the study. Chapter 4 will consist of an overview of 
the late antique excavated remains for the cities and basilicas in the study and will present 
the data collected from each basilica. Chapter 5 will present findings based upon the 
analyzed data. The final chapter will summarize the study and suggest implications for 
future research in the field. 
Significance of the Study 
Although the urban communities of late antique Cyprus cannot be understood 
adequately without more data, this study attempts to bridge some of the gap between art 
historical approaches to church architecture, textual accounts of the Cypriot church, and 
more recent archaeological research on the late antique cities. Rather than dismissing one 
or more of these approaches, the researcher suggests that a cross-disciplinary analysis is 
the only way to begin to understand this complex period. This paper aims to contribute in 
a small way to the growing corpus of late antique research and to a broader understanding 
of ecclesiastical architecture and urbanism on Cyprus. 
Research Objective 
In order to understand the interaction of basilicas within the urban landscape, it 
is necessary to determine the various types of basilica. This can be accomplished by 
examining architectural and functional elements within each basilica and comparing and 
contrasting them within the context of the individual cities and within the larger context 
of late antique Cyprus as a whole. The objective of this study is to answer the broader 
question of how the basilicas functioned within the late antique urban landscape of 
Cyprus. This paper will seek to answer the following additional research questions: 
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1. Why did the late antique cities of Cyprus have multiple contemporary basilicas? 
2. How did late antique basilicas differ from one another? 
3. Based on function, location, size, and features, what identifiable basilica types were 
constructed in urban areas? 
4. How did the cities compare to each other with regards to the functional basilica types 
present? 
5. What do the types of basilica say about the nature of ecclesiastical power in the urban 
areas? 
6. What are the implications of these findings on future archaeological research?  
A secondary objective of this research has been to begin cataloging data from the late 
antique basilicas for the purpose of creating a comprehensive list and georeferenced map 
of excavated and identified Cypriot basilicas to assist future researchers. This objective 
has only been partially fulfilled within this project, but will hopefully be completed as a 
result of future study. 
Limitations 
Like all archaeological research, this study is limited by a lack of complete 
data. Some data was lost over time, some data was destroyed during excavation, some 
data disappeared due to lack of publication, and some data has not yet been discovered. 
As more late antique cities are surveyed and excavated, and as more basilicas are found, 
the urban landscape will be come more evident. Recent survey efforts in ancient urban 
areas, such as those by the Pyla-Koutsopetria Archaeological Project, and rural villages, 
such as those at Kalavasos Kopetra and Maroni-Petrera, have already begun to fill in 
some of these missing data. 
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An additional limitation that affects this study is a lack of uniformity in 
publication data. Excavators do not always specify, for example, whether the dimensions 
they provide are from inside or outside the basilica, or whether those dimensions include 
the narthex or side chapels. Some publications provide extensive lists of movable finds, 
and others list only architectural elements. Some basilicas were barely published and the 
data presented here was largely scrounged from annual reports and passing references. 
While I have striven to present the data as accurately as possible, certain data points rely 
on some conjecture. Those cases have been noted in the footnotes. 
Finally, the nature of a qualitative study requires certain generalizations and 
simplifications to aid in analysis; therefore, the conclusions will not fully encapsulate the 
ecclesiastical milieu of the late antique urban communities. The purpose of this study is, 
rather, to examine the known evidence from a different perspective in order to begin a 
new conversation regarding late antique urbanism. 
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CHAPTER 2 
LITERATURE REVIEW AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
Sources of Relevant Literature 
Traditional approaches to church architecture tend to focus on dating, design, 
and identification of rooms without placing churches within their larger context. This has 
led to a tendency among archaeologists to limit discussions of late antique church 
architecture on Cyprus to two main categories: the ongoing debate on the Arab conquest 
and the stylistic origins of basilica architecture. The former deals with the implications of 
the raids and thus the period after Late Antiquity. The latter focuses more on the 
significance of trends abroad rather than the significance of trends on Cyprus. This study 
approaches church architecture from a functional perspective to view late antique 
basilicas in the time period the buildings were utilized and in the locations the buildings 
were constructed. 
In Cyprus, publications relating to late antique basilicas are usually site-
specific. Excavators have generally published fourth to seventh century basilicas in site 
reports and have done little to examine broader trends. So far, no comprehensive 
synthesis of the basilicas on the island has been attempted. As Richard Maguire has 
 7 
noted, the lack of a complete survey of late antique archaeological evidence stems from a 
variety of issues, both political and academic.1  
Much of our knowledge of late antique Cyprus finds its foundation in the 
research of former Director of Antiquities, Cyprus, Peter Megaw. His numerous articles, 
books, and excavations formed the basis for much of the current research on the period. 
Much of the analysis of individual church buildings and their stylistic ties stems from 
Richard Krautheimer’s significant work.2 Richard Maguire’s recent work3 synthesizes 
much of the available literature as he examines shifting foreign influences on the Church 
of Cyprus in the late antique period in response to articles by Peter Megaw,4 Athanasius 
Papageorghiou,5 and Charles Delvoye.6 Charles Anthony Stewart examines the 
significance of the post-seventh century shift to a multi-domed basilica form in his Ph.D. 
dissertation.7 A more recent article by Stewart traces the development of late antique and 
Byzantine architecture on the island with a focus on Cypriot approaches to ecclesiastical 
                                                
 
1Richard Maguire, “Late Antique Basilicas on Cyprus: Sources, Contexts, Histories” (Ph.D. 
diss., University of East Anglia, 2012), 3.  
2Richard Krautheimer, Early Christian and Byzantine Architecture (London: Penguin Books, 
1986).  
3Maguire, “Late Antique Basilicas on Cyprus.”  
4A. H. S. Megaw, "Byzantine Architecture and Decoration in Cyprus: Metropolitan or 
Provincial?," Dumbarton Oaks Papers 28 (1974).  
5Athanassios Papageorghiou, "Foreign Influences on the Early Christian Architecture of 
Cyprus," in Acts of the International Archaeological Symposium "Cyprus Between the Orient and the 
Occident," ed. Vassos Karageorghis (Nicosia, Department of Antiquities, Cyprus, 1985).  
6Charles Delvoye, "L'Art Paléochrétien de Chypre," in 15th Congres International d'Études 
Byzantines (Athens, 1976).  
7Charles Anthony Stewart, “Domes of Heaven: The Domed Basilicas of Cyprus” (Ph.D. diss., 
Indiana University, 2008).  
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architecture within a broader regional context.8 A similar study and gazetteer by Tassos 
Papacostas also looks at churches after Late Antiquity, but provides a helpful summary of 
earlier church architecture and practice.9  
Outside of Cyprus, research on basilica architecture is moving away from 
traditional approaches to Christian monumentality to more anthropological models. 
William Caraher presents an argument for church architecture in late antique Greece as 
evidence for social change and as a source of social history.10 Rebecca Sweetman 
reexamines late antique churches in the Peloponnese from a topographical and functional 
perspective.11 Other researchers have contributed important information to the field, but 
this paper primarily builds off of the works listed above.  
Historical Context 
Information about basilicas is inferred largely from excavated finds; 
unfortunately, little attention has been given to non-architectural finds and ceramic 
assemblages excavated within the churches. Thus, the archaeological evidence is not as 
robust as in other periods. Written sources of late antique Cyprus are slim, and the written 
sources available often have dubious historical accuracy. The various Vitae of the saints 
                                                
 
8Charles Anthony Stewart, "The Development of Byzantine Architecture on Cyprus," in 
Cyprus and the Balance of Empires: Art and Archaeology from Justinian I to the Coeur De Lion, ed. 
Charles Anthony Stewart, Thomas W. Davis, and Annemarie Weyl Carr, CAARI Monograph Series 5 
(Boston: American Schools of Oriental Research, 2014).  
9Tassos Papacostas, “Byzantine Cyprus: The Testimony of Its Churches, 650-1200” (D.Phil. 
diss., Oxford, 1999). 
10William Caraher, “Church, Society, and the Sacred in Early Christian Greece” (Ph.D. diss., 
Ohio State University, 2003), 4.  
11Rebecca Sweetman, "The Christianization of the Peloponnese: The Topography and Function 
of Late Antique Churches," Journal of Late Antiquity 3, no. 2 (2010).  
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provide some information regarding daily church practice and names of bishops, but must 
be used cautiously as sources of history. Additionally, accounts of ecumenical councils 
provide identifications of Cypriot bishops, but little additional information. 
Rise of Christianity and the Role of the Bishop 
The rise of Christianity and the eminence of the bishops brought about 
significant changes to the social, religious, political, and economic world of late antique 
Cyprus. At least twelve bishoprics existed in 343 CE when twelve Cypriot bishops signed 
the letter of the Council of Sardica.12 The bishops’ names are listed, but not their 
corresponding bishoprics. It is clear, however, that based on the number of bishops on the 
small island, the bishoprics were densely situated (Figures A1, A2). 
The basilica, particularly the so-called episcopal basilica, was a tangible sign 
of the bishop and church's power. It is no surprise, then, that following the beginnings of 
the Cypriot autocephaly at the Council of Ephesus in 431, the basilica-building program 
began to flourish. The autocephaly granted bishops power, autonomy, and prestige. As 
imperial power waned on the island, the clergy took on new roles as patrons and 
community leaders, and brought about comparatively steady prosperity.13 Particularly 
under Justinian, bishops became new civic representatives of the empire in the 
provinces.14 
                                                
 
12Athanasius Apologia Contra Arianos I.3.50.  
13Evangelos Chrysos, "Cyprus in Early Byzantine Times," in ‘The Sweet Land of Cyprus’: 
Papers Given at the Twenty-Fifth Jubilee Spring Symposium of Byzantine Studies, ed. A. A. M. Bryer and 
G. S. Georghallides (Nicosia, 1993), 6.  
14Claudia Rapp, Holy Bishops in Late Antiquity: The Nature of Christian Leadership in an Age 
of Transition, ed. Peter Brown, The Transformation of the Classical Heritage 37 (Berkeley; Los Angeles; 
London: University of California Press, 2005), 277.  
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The church and late antique economy developed a mutually beneficial 
relationship. Where bishops had authority, basilicas were built.15 Unlike other areas of 
the Christian world, church dedications were rare in Cypriot basilicas, with a few 
exceptions.16 Ecclesiastical buildings themselves, along with episcopal residences 
resembling other elite mansions, were evidence of the bishop’s power and efficiency.17 
Functions of the Basilica. Like Roman civic basilicas, Christian basilicas 
served a variety of functions. These functions ranged from religious to social, political, 
and economic.  
Religious functions of the basilica included routine liturgy, such as the rite of 
the Eucharist, and atypical services, such as funeral ceremonies and baptisms. Basilicas 
also served as destinations for pilgrims to view or touch holy relics. At the Church of St. 
Barnabas in Salamis, evidence can be seen of a reliquary that allowed parishioners to 
touch the bones of the saint, similar to those still used in Cyprus today. Martyrium 
churches were constructed as tombs for bishops. The areas within and around basilicas 
were also sometimes used for burials of laymen, as can be seen at Arsinoe.  
Theological positions could be communicated through architecture. The 
Trinity was symbolized through the triapsal structure. Frescoes, marble revetments, 
mosaics, and other ornamentation could display Christian themes and beliefs without 
                                                
 
15Gisella Cantino Wataghin, "Architecture and Power: Churches in Northern Italy from the 4th 
to the 6th C.," in Social and Political Life in Late Antiquity, ed. William Bowden, Adam Gutteridge, and 
Carlos Machado, Late Antique Archaeology 3.1, ed. Luke Lavan (Leiden; Boston: Brill, 2005), 288.  
16Mosaic dedications have been found in the basilicas of Soloi, Ayios Kyriaki, Shyrvallos 
(Ktima), Ayios Spyridon in Tremithous, and Ayia Trias.  
17Rapp, Holy Bishops in Late Antiquity: The Nature of Christian Leadership in an Age of 
Transition, 211.  
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requiring any words. William Caraher writes: “[…] the ability to communicate Christian 
theology using a wide range of socially relevant images and rituals made the church 
building a vital link between elite expectations and popular sensibilities.”18 While only 
certain people had access to Christian documents, everyone had access to church 
architecture, regardless of literacy, and architecture was thus more comprehensible.  
Domestic residences were often associated with basilicas as well. Bishops 
resided in complexes attached to churches. Monastic orders often had a small basilica 
within their own compounds. While archaeological evidence for early monasticism is 
slim, monasteries are attested in late antique hagiographic sources and certain sites 
display characteristics of monasteries. The monastery at Stavrovouni may have 
foundations as early as the fourth century.19 Ayios Barnabas is mentioned in the Sancti 
Barnabae Laudatio (6th century),20 the monastery of Symboulos is mentioned in the Life 
of Saint Spyridon (655),21 and two urban monasteries in Amathus are mentioned in the 
Life of Saint John the Almoner (7th century).22 Domestic space within church space led to 
industrial production. Bread-making installations and olive presses are commonly found 
in the vicinity of basilicas, particularly those with larger attached complexes.  
                                                
 
18Caraher, “Church, Society, and the Sacred,” 3.  
19See discussion in Papacostas, “Byzantine Cyprus,” 95.  
20Alexander of Cyprus, "Laudatio S. Barnabae Apostoli," in Patrologiae Cursus Completus, 
ed. Jacques-Paul Migne, Series Graeca 87 (1863). 
21Theodore of Paphos, La Légende de S. Spyridon, Évêque de Trimithonta, ed. Paul Van den 
Ven, Bibliothèque du Muséon 33 (Louvain: Publications Universitaires, 1953).  
22Leontios of Neapolis, "Vita Sancti Joannis Eleemosynarii," in Patrologiae Cursus 
Completus, ed. Jacques-Paul Migne, Series Graeca 93 (1865). 
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Some of the earliest basilicas served the social and religious function of 
cleansing Greco-Roman temples. Churches were placed over earlier temples to symbolize 
Christ’s victory over other religions. The Life of St. Porphyry gives an account of the 
destruction of a pagan temple and subsequent erection of a church in its place. As the 
Christians began digging to build the new church, they shouted: “Christ hath 
conquered.”23 In Cyprus, the placement of churches in temple space appears to be more 
symbolic or convenient rather than violent. The transition from temples to churches was 
gradual and the temples provided spolia that aided in expedient and economical church 
construction. As settlements shifted after the fourth century earthquakes, temples and 
shrines slowly fell out of use.24 Yet, the memory of earlier temples would have endured 
in the community’s collective conscience, making the churches a symbolic Christian 
presence in the cities. 
The presence of multiple basilicas in cities served to further an implicit social 
message: the church served a ubiquitous function in everyday life. Like the temple in the 
Greco-Roman city, the Christian basilica was an important node within the landscape of 
the late antique city. As Gisella Cantino Wataghin has noted, the church building is both 
a sign of the community of believers and the community, or ecclesia, itself.25 
                                                
 
23Helen Saradi, "The Christianization of Pagan Temples in the Greek Hagiographical Texts," 
in From Temple to Church: Destruction and Renewal of Local Cultic Topography in Late Antiquity, ed. 
Johannes Hahn, Stephen Emmel, and Ulrich Gotter, Religions in the Graeco-Roman World 163 (Leiden; 
Boston: Brill, 2008), 121; cf. Mark the Deacon Life of Porphyry 78. 
24Marcus Rautman, "From Polytheism to Christianity in the Temples of Cyprus," in Ancient 
Journeys: A Festschrift in Honor of Eugene Lane, ed. Cathy Callaway (Stoa Consortium, 2002), 8; 
accessed January 31, 2015, http://www.stoa.org/lane/; and Thomas W. Davis, "A New Window on 
Byzantine Kourion," Cahiers du Centre d'Études Chypriotes 43 (2013): 114. 
25Wataghin, Architecture and Power: Churches in Northern Italy from the 4th to the 6th C., 
296.  
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Communities used churches to define their identity. The imposing structures could be 
seen from any point in the city, and often from the sea, and were an ever-present symbol 
of Christianity.  
The basilica’s economic functions were numerous. While the earliest basilicas 
often utilized spolia from buildings destroyed in the fourth century earthquakes, fifth and 
sixth century basilicas, particularly those from the time of Justinian, utilized imported 
luxury materials for furnishing and decoration. The use of items and materials not readily 
available provide evidence that the church’s economic means was considerable. The 
lavish outfitting of church buildings was not considered distasteful, but an important 
function of the clergy. St. Ambrose writes: "But it befits the priest especially to adorn 
the temple of God with fitting splendor, so that the court of the Lord may be 
made glorious by his endeavors.”26 The power of Christ and the power of the church were 
communicated through the expensive furnishings. 
With large sums of money being given to the church, the church also took on 
the economic role of redistributing wealth.27 Members of the clergy were encouraged to 
be charitable and to give to strangers.28 Basilicas facilitated these exchanges by providing 
                                                
 
26Ambrose, "On the Duties of the Clergy," in Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Second Series, 
ed. Philip Schaff and Henry Wace, trans. H. de Romestin, E. de Romestin, and H. T. F. Duckworth 
(Buffalo: Christian Literature Publishing Co., 1896), 2.21, from Wataghin, Architecture and Power: 
Churches in Northern Italy from the 4th to the 6th C., 294.  
27Averil Cameron, The Mediterranean World in Late Antiquity: AD 395-600, ed. Fergus 
Millar, Routledge History of the Ancient World (London: Routledge, 2001), 79-80.  
28Ambrose, On the Duties of the Clergy, 2.21.  
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a recognizable destination for receiving charity. Additionally, church decoration itself 
was viewed as a means of charity towards the parishioners.29 
Patronage to the church became a means of displaying wealth that also 
displayed piety. Sidonius Apollinaris’ letter speaks of the decoration, columns, porches, 
and atria that make up the episcopal church at Lyon.30 Wataghin writes: 
In fact, besides being a charitable duty, a mark of wealth as well as of devotion, the 
construction of a church develops the stage for the performance of rituals in which 
each member of the community is an actor in a well established role. Architectural 
features, liturgical arrangements, and the decoration of walls and pavements 
(whether mosaics, paintings, marble or fabrics) play a part in establishing a setting 
in which each participant is given his proper position.31 
By limiting access to certain areas of the sanctuary, individuals were encouraged to 
participate more in church life so that they might have greater access in the future: to be 
an insider rather than an outsider. Basilica architecture provided evidence of economic 
divisions in the communities, and served to keep socio-economic divisions in place. 
End of Late Antiquity 
Scholarly opinion on the Arab conquest of Cyprus is currently experiencing a 
period of change. Recent scholarship disagrees on the timing and cause of church 
destruction at the end of the Late Antiquity. Traditionally, the Arab conquest was 
identified as the sole cause of the social and economic upheaval that changed the 
landscape of Cyprus in the seventh century. New evidence, however, suggests that 
economic conditions were already in a decline due to plague and earthquakes. Evangelos 
                                                
 
29Wataghin, Architecture and Power: Churches in Northern Italy from the 4th to the 6th C., 
303.  
30Ibid., 301.  
31Ibid., 303.  
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Chrysos cites the length of time it took to fix the aqueduct at Salamis-Constantia as 
possible evidence of a longer decline than was traditionally assumed.32 The Arab raids 
were certainly a contributing factor to the destruction of basilicas at the end of Late 
Antiquity, but perhaps not the only cause. 
Additionally, the Arab conquest should not be seen as the end of Christianity 
or even wealth in the church. While there is clear evidence of destruction of basilicas 
during the mid- to late seventh century, there is also evidence of rebuilding and resumed 
worship in churches soon after the destruction. The best example of this is at Soloi, where 
an inscription found in the atrium speaks of destruction by raiders and rebuilding efforts 
that took place soon afterwards.33 Rebuilt churches in Paphos, Arsinoe, and Salamis, 
likewise, were in use well into the medieval period. The archbishop of Cyprus was briefly 
relocated after the raids to New Justinianopolis in Anatolia under Justinian II,34 but 
relocation efforts were largely unsuccessful and the refugees returned to the island.35 
New churches continued to be built, although their size and style deviated significantly 
from the structures of Late Antiquity.  
A broader discussion of the Arab conquest and its implications for basilicas are 
outside the scope of this study. Regardless of the Arab influence and impact on the late 
antique church, the basilica-building program changed significantly following the seventh 
                                                
 
32Chrysos, “Cyprus in Early Byzantine Times,” 11; cf., Procopius Aedificiis V.1.7013. 
33Jean Des Gagniers and Tran Tam Tinh, Soloi: Dix Campagnes De Fouilles (1964-1974), vol. 
1 (Sainte-Foy: Les Presses de L'Université Laval, 1985), 115.  
34"Council in Trullo," in Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Second Series, ed. Philip Schaff and 
Henry Wace, trans. Henry Percival (Buffalo: Christian Literature Publishing Co., 1900), Canon 39.  
35Tim Boatswain, A Traveller's History of Cyprus (Northampton, MA: Interlink Books, 2005), 
54.  
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century. Smaller, barrel-vaulted basilicas took the place of the earlier timber-roofed 
buildings, and the architectural footprint of the large multi-basilica cities reduced in size. 
This paper will explore the period before this change took place, the time of the great 
basilica-building program of the fourth to the seventh centuries. 
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CHAPTER 3 
RESEARCH DESIGN 
This study employs qualitative research strategies to explore differences in 
urban Cypriot basilica architecture and to contrast features that may indicate differences 
in function. The exploratory approaches of qualitative research seem to fit this purpose by 
supporting complex inquiry in natural settings. The basilicas are documented 
individually, but the case studies are the urban areas within which the basilicas are 
located. By examining correlations between the size, location, and features of urban 
basilicas, identifying functional basilica types found in cities, and comparing the presence 
of different basilica types among the case cities, a fuller picture of the late antique urban 
landscape emerges. 
Case Selection 
Because this is a master’s thesis, this paper will not look comprehensively at 
all the late antique cities of Cyprus or cities abroad. I have instead selected a sample of 
sites based on accessibility and ecclesiastical importance that I hope will provide a 
window into broader trends across urban Cyprus during the fourth to seventh centuries. 
Location 
The cities chosen were large urban centers in Late Antiquity with excavated 
basilicas constructed between the fourth and seventh centuries. Due to access to 
publications and sites, most of the cities are located in southern and western Cyprus. For 
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the purpose of comparison, all of the chosen cities are located on the coast and are 
thought to have been episcopal seats in Late Antiquity, with the possible exception of 
Peyia. I have selected twenty-two basilicas to examine for this study in eight late antique 
coastal cities: Amathus, Arsinoe, Karpasia, Kourion, Paphos, Peyia, Salamis-Constantia, 
and Soloi.  
Many of the basilicas are called a variety of different names and spellings in 
the literature. Some are referred to anachronistically using modern place names or 
modern church names. Only a few basilicas and cities are known by their ancient names. 
For the purpose of clarity, I have listed the various names here, but will refer to the 
basilicas by the most common name throughout the rest of the study. In Amathus, data 
was collected from the acropolis basilica (Basilica A), the basilica at the base of the 
acropolis, the great southeast basilica, Ayios Tykhonas, and Ayios Varvara. In Arsinoe 
(Polis Chrysochous), data was collected from the north basilica (E.G0) and the south 
basilica (E.F2). In Karpasia, data was collected from Ayios Philon. In Kourion, data was 
collected from the episcopal basilica, the extra mural basilica, and the coastal basilica. In 
Paphos, data was collected from Ayios Kyriaki (Chrysopolitissa), the basilica at 
Toumballos (Garrison’s Camp), and Panayia Limeniotissa. In Peyia (Ayios Georgios, 
Cape Drepanon), data was collected from Basilicas A, B, and C. In Salamis, data was 
collected from Ayios Epiphanios, Kampanopetra, the agora basilica, and Ayios Barnabas. 
In Soloi, data was collected from both phases of the known basilica.  
Time Period 
For the purpose of this study, I have chosen “late antique” to refer to the 
flexible period associated with the waning influence of Rome and the rise of 
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Constantinople in the Eastern Mediterranean. In doing so, I follow Richard Maguire, who 
writes:  
The descriptor ‘Late Antiquity’ [ . . . ] avoids the default dominance of place or faith 
and offers a broadly-defined period extending from 250 to around 800, which, in the 
generosity of its length, with termini un-bracketed by events, is as nearly a non-
period as a period might be.1 
A “time” designation is used out of the necessity to label the period, but the focus will 
remain on the period of time associated with the basilica-building program on Cyprus 
prior to the style shift after the seventh century. 
Data Collection 
Data was collected primarily from archaeological site reports and articles 
produced by the excavators of the chosen basilicas. A few of the basilicas studied here 
have been published in their own monographs, including the episcopal basilica at 
Kourion by Peter Megaw,2 the coastal basilica at Kourion by Demos Christou,3 and the 
Kampanopetra basilica at Salamis by Georges Roux.4 The rest have been published as 
subsections of larger site publications, in articles, or in conference publications. A few of 
the basilicas examined below have not been published in any finished summary form and 
I have relied on yearly site update articles for information. Some additional data was 
collected from maps, plans, photographs, and personal observations.  
                                                
 
1Maguire, “Late Antique Basilicas on Cyprus,” 19-20.  
2A. H. S. Megaw, Kourion: Excavations in the Episcopal Precinct, Dumbarton Oaks Studies 
(Washington D.C.: Dumbarton Oaks, 2007).  
3Demos Christou, !"#$%#&'( )*+,-*+ 1975-1998, vol. 2 (Nicosia: 2013).  
4Georges Roux, La Basilique De La Campanopétra, Salamine de Chypre 15 (Paris: Institut F. 
Courby, 1998).  
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Analytical Methods 
During the initial analysis, I compared data related to individual basilicas. 
Once completed, I explored commonalities across all of the case cities.  
Data was organized in a spreadsheet under the following categories and 
subcategories: identifying information (basilica name/designation, related urban center, 
GPS coordinates), time (dates excavated, date constructed, date abandoned/destroyed, 
phasing), spatial relationship (to urban center, to harbor, to forum/agora, to extra mural 
roads/gates, over earlier building, orientation), size (dimensions, area in square meters), 
architectural features (apse number, aisle number, narthex, exonarthex, atrium/courtyard, 
baptistery, ambo, water system, outbuildings), semi-permanent features (paving, 
wall/apse mosaics, fresco, dedications/inscriptions, burials), and non-permanent artifacts. 
Not all of the above categories were used in analysis, but were collected to help 
differentiate between basilicas and to aid in comparison.  
Once the data was collected, it was clear that certain categories were unhelpful 
for the study due to lack of uniformity in reporting. The non-permanent artifact category 
was too broad and incomplete from which to draw any conclusions. Decorative elements, 
such as paving styles, mosaics, and frescoes, are common and similar throughout all of 
the basilicas studied and often do not survive well enough to compare on a functional 
level. Other categories needed to be split or refocused. Aside from burials and baptisms, 
the data was not complete enough to make many comparisons regarding liturgy 
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performed in the basilicas. The missing room assemblages would likely reveal more 
about liturgical practice.5 
The final categories used for comparison of each basilica consisted of the 
following: (1) size, (2) position within the city, (3) proximity to port facilities, (4) 
proximity to extra mural roads or gates, (5) proximity to public space, (6) relationship to 
an earlier temple, (7) presence of an atrium, (8) presence of a baptistery, (9) presence of a 
gallery, (10) associated domestic quarters, (11) associated water systems, (12) associated 
industrial installations, and (13) associated burials. These categories appeared to vary 
from basilica to basilica and had examples in multiple cities. 
Category Criteria 
Basilica size refers to the area of the nave and side aisles in square meters. In 
most cases, this measurement was taken from inside the nave and did not include external 
apses; however, some publications did not specify from where the exact measurement 
was taken. The dimensions of Ayios Tykhonas, the southeast basilica at Amathus, and 
Basilicas B and C at Peyia were approximated based upon published plans in the absence 
of published dimensions. The dimensions of Ayios Varvara and the basilica at 
Toumballos in Paphos are unknown. 
The basilica’s position within the city has been defined as either inside or 
outside. In walled cities, “inside” refers to basilicas within the walled areas. In cities 
without known walls, “inside” refers to basilicas generally near the city center rather than 
                                                
 
5Vincent Michel, "Furniture, Fixtures, and Fittings in Churches: Archaeological Evidence from 
Palestine (4th-8th C.) and the Role of the Diakonikon," in Objects in Context, Objects in Use: Material 
Spatiality in Late Antiquity, ed. Luke Lavan, Ellen Swift, and Toon Putzeys, Late Antique Archaeology 5 
(Leiden, Boston: Brill, 2007).  
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the hinterland. The category of “proximity to port facilities” refers to basilicas within 
approximately 350 meters of a known or alleged harbor. The basilica’s proximity to roads 
or gates refers to the basilica’s accessibility into and out of the city. Basilicas along or 
within 200 meters of roads that led out of or into cities, and basilicas within 200 meters of 
city gates have been included in this category. Because roads are difficult to determine 
and date, and gates are often unknown, this category relies on a certain amount of 
conjecture. The category of “proximity to public space” refers to basilicas within 
approximately 350 meters of a forum or agora. The distances have been approximated 
based on the published plans and the “measure distance” function on Google Maps; 
however, proximity is usually obvious by looking at the site plans. The basilica’s position 
over an earlier temple was determined based on its proximity to known earlier temples. 
Basilicas over earlier buildings that may have been sacred pagan spaces, such as 
nymphaea, have not been included in this category. 
For the purpose of the study, an atrium or courtyard is defined as an open 
space, often with a portico, attached to a basilica. The baptisteries category only includes 
built-in baptisteries, as they are more easily identified. The presence of galleries can be 
difficult to identify, but churches with steps leading up to areas above the narthex or 
aisles have been included. The category of domestic quarters relies on the respective 
excavators’ interpretation of the rooms, particularly if the ceramic assemblages are absent 
from the publications. The category of “water system” refers to aqueducts, large cisterns, 
or water catchment installations and does not include small basins for cleaning the altar 
or fountains. Industrial installations include bread ovens and olive presses. The burials 
category includes only late antique burials, where dating evidence is known. If no human 
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remains were found in excavations, sarcophagi and ossuaries are assumed to be indicative 
of burials. 
Category Selection  
Basilica size and the presence of an atrium, baptistery, and gallery were chosen 
as indicators of crowd management. I hypothesized that basilicas with more visitors 
would need more room and ways to accommodate large groups of people. “Position 
within the city” was chosen to place each basilica within its urban context. Basilicas’ 
relationship to public space, specifically fora and agorae, might suggest a connection 
with trade or indicate a higher level of accessibility for the inhabitants of the city. Both 
“proximity to port facilities” and “proximity to roads or gates” were chosen to help 
determine accessibility from outside the city and due to associations with industry and 
trade. A basilica’s position over an earlier temple might indicate the function of cleansing 
pagan sacred space.  
The presence of a baptistery and size of the building might indicate the 
consistent presence of a bishop. The presence of rooms that have indicators of domestic 
space, water systems, and industrial installations may be indicative of a bishops’ 
residence or monastic community. Finally, associated burials may be indicative of a 
mortuary chapel or martyrium, particularly if the basilica is located outside the main city 
center. 
The data will be presented in the following chapter with summaries of the eight 
cities and corresponding basilicas during Late Antiquity. Chapter 5 will draw conclusions 
from the presented data relating to the function of the late antique urban basilicas.  
24 
CHAPTER 4 
THE LATE ANTIQUE BASILICAS 
The following chapter presents the data collected from the basilicas in 
summary form and provides brief overviews of the late antique remains in each of the 
eight case cities. Table 1, located at the end of the chapter, contains the collected data in a 
structured format. 
Amathus 
The late antique settlement at Amathus (Figure A3) was situated along the 
southern coastal road running from Kition to Kourion. The road entered the city from its 
east gate, ran along the edge of the agora and out the west gate.1 West of the city, the road 
branched off north towards Tamassos.2 Like nearby Kourion, Amathus was home to a 
bishopric, although it is not known which of the excavated basilicas, if any, served the 
function of an episcopal basilica. A few bishops of Amathus are named in histories and 
council documents, including Heliodorus who attended the Council of Chalcedon in 4513 
and Theodorus, sent by St. John the Almoner to Jerusalem in 614.4 Amathus native, St. 
                                                
 
1Tønnes Bekker-Nielsen, The Roads of Ancient Cyprus (Copenhagen: Museum Tusculanum 
Press, University of Copenhagen, 2004), 196.  
2Ibid., 198.  
3Richard Price and Michael Gaddis, trans., The Acts of the Council of Chalcedon, Translated 
Texts for Historians 45 (Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 2007), 128.  
4Neapolis, Vita Sancti Joannis Eleemosynarii. 
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John the Almoner, in his Life of Saint Tykhon, relates a story of Bishop Tykhon (late 4th-
early 5th century) evangelizing the city’s inhabitants, including the priestess of Aphrodite 
at the temple on the acropolis.5 This hagiographic account seems to imply that the church 
subsumed some of the functions of the temple in the name of Christ rather than 
Aphrodite. Given the lack of a fourth or fifth century basilica on the acropolis, the 
excavators suspect that Christians may have refashioned the Temple of Aphrodite for 
liturgical use soon after the temple went out of use.6 A church to Saint Tykhon, still used 
as a shrine to the saint today, was built towards the eastern edge of the lower city. 
Apart from five Christian basilicas, the only other known late antique 
construction on the site is a large, transverse wall on the south side of the acropolis built 
some time in the sixth or early seventh centuries.7 The wall reused materials from the 
temple of Aphrodite and was similar to fortifications of the same time period at Salamis.8 
The late antique city was also home to a pottery workshop.9 Limestone balls used as 
projectiles were discovered in storage in the destruction layer of the acropolis basilica, 
attesting to a violent period after the basilica had fallen out of use in the seventh century. 
Around this time, walls were refortified and gateways closed off to better control access 
                                                
 
5John the Almsgiver, "Leben Und Wunder Des Heiligen Tychon," in Der Heilige Tychon, ed. 
Hermann Usener (Leipzig; Berlin: Druck und Verlag von B. G. Teubner, 1907), 111, line 1.13.  
6Annie Pralong and Jean-Michel Saulnier, "La Basilique Chrétienne du Sommet de 
l'Acropole," in Guide d'Amathonte, ed. Pierre Aupert, Sites et Monuments 15 (Paris: École Française 
d'Athènes, 1996), 144.  
7Pierre Aupert and Pierre Leriche, "La Muraille Médiane de l'Acropole," ed. Pierre Aupert, 
Sites et Monuments 15 (Paris: École Française d'Athènes, 1996), 94.  
8Pierre Aupert, Guide d'Amathonte, Sites et Monuments 15 (Paris: École Française d'Athènes, 
1996), 65.  
9Ibid.  
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to the upper and lower city.10 The upper city was at one time abandoned and subsequently 
reoccupied on a smaller level.  
Acropolis Basilica 
The acropolis basilica (Figure A4), built on the northeast corner of the 
foundation that once held the Temple of Aphrodite, was the latest of the Amathus 
basilicas, built during the late sixth or early seventh century after the destruction of the 
temple by a sixth century earthquake.11 Of the five Amathus basilicas, the acropolis 
basilica was likely the most difficult to access due to its location. The church had three 
apses and aisles (Figure A5), with a small apsidal chapel north of the nave. The basilica 
itself was medium-sized (600 m2), but sat within a large square enclosure with entrances 
to the nave from the south and west. The church featured ornate decorations including 
opus sectile floors, wall and apse mosaics, marble walls, and champlevé revetments. A 
stairway on the western side of the building led up to a gallery above the side aisles and 
narthex. Outside of the sanctuary, the complex contained two porticoes, additional rooms 
that may have been used for housing, a rainwater catchment system,12 and a large 
(120,000 m3) cistern.13  
The church was abandoned before its destruction. Numerous doors were 
walled up and the cistern went out of use prior to the collapse of the building. Compared 
                                                
 
10Ibid.  
11Annie Pralong, "La Basilique de l’Acropole," in Le Monde de la Bible, ed. Frédéric Boyer 
(1998), 48.  
12Pierre Aupert et al., "Rapport sur les Travaux de la Mission de l'École Française d'Amathonte 
en 1994," Bulletin de Correspondance Hellénique 119, no. 2 (1995): 708.  
13Pralong, "La Basilique de l’Acropole," 49.  
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to the other basilicas in the Amathus area, the acropolis basilica had a short lifetime, 
probably less than a century. 
Basilica at the Base of the Acropolis 
The three-aisled, triapsal basilica partially built into the bedrock at the base of 
the acropolis (Figure A6) was discovered during the construction of the Nicosia-Limassol 
road near the ancient harbor. The building was located near the west gate of the city 
along the southern coastal road that led from along the edge of the agora,14 and was also 
in close proximity to the port. The nave and aisles (Figure A7) measured 204 square 
meters, making it one of the smallest chapels in the vicinity. The construction of the 
basilica has not been dated, but the nave contained plaster reliefs depicting a hunting 
scene that have been dated to the mid-fifth to early sixth century.15 Outside of the nave, 
the basilica possessed a narthex, an exonarthex, and a small, apsidal chapel adjacent to 
the south side.16 Dates of the building’s destruction or abandonment are undetermined. 
Great Southeast Basilica  
Little has been published regarding the large three-aisled, triapsal basilica  
(Figure A8) eroding off the coastline northeast of the ancient harbor. Apart from 
immediate access to port facilities, the basilica was situated near the southern coastal road 
not far from the agora. The basilica was constructed in the second half of the fifth century 
                                                
 
14Bekker-Nielsen, The Roads of Ancient Cyprus, 196.  
15Vassos Karageorghis, "Chronique des Fouilles et Découvertes Archéologiques à Chypre en 
1975," Bulletin de Correspondance Hellénique 100, no. 2 (1976): 891.  
16Vassos Karageorghis, "Chronique des Fouilles et Découvertes Archéologiques à Chypre en 
1961," Bulletin de Correspondance Hellénique 86, no. 1 (1962): 413.  
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and is one of the largest basilicas (around 1750 m2) excavated on the island. The building 
was destroyed during the mid- to late seventh century.17 It may have been partially rebuilt 
and reused soon after its destruction. 
Ayios Tykhonas  
Most of the extra mural basilica dedicated to St. Tykhon, second bishop of 
Amathus, still stands today in its final Frankish phase. At least two prior phases existed 
dating to Late Antiquity: Phase II from the second half of the fifth century (Figure A9), 
and Phase I from the late fourth or early fifth century (Figure A10).18 This paper 
predominately focuses on the basilica during the final form used during Late Antiquity, 
Phase II. The basilica sits near a possible late antique settlement slightly north of the east 
gate of Amathus with a paved street and central sewer that was uncovered during a 
construction project.19Ayios Tykhonas was located relatively near the lower town and 
agora, the port facilities, and the southern coastal road. The building is similar in size to 
the basilica at the base of the acropolis, although accurate dimensions have not been 
published. 
In Phase II of the building, three apses were constructed on the north end in 
addition to the main east-oriented apse, two of which housed burials. Héléni Procopiou 
has hypothesized that these tombs may have belonged to prominent Christian figures, 
                                                
 
17Athanassios Papageorghiou, "La Basilique du Pied de l'Acropole," in Guide d'Amathonte, ed. 
Pierre Aupert, Sites et Monuments 15 (Paris: École Française d'Athènes, 1996), 86.  
18Héléni Procopiou, "Église d'Ayios Tykhonas (Saint-Tykhon)," ed. Pierre Aupert, Sites et 
Monuments 15 (Paris: École Française d'Athènes, 1996), 154.  
19Ibid., 160.  
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such as Tykhon himself and possibly John the Almoner.20 The building may have been 
renovated around the death of Tykhon in 450 to be a suitable final resting place for the 
early bishops of Amathus. The earliest phase of the church is difficult to separate from 
later phasing. It appears to have been a funerary church of some type as it adjoins a 
necropolis with numerous burials. Procopiou suggests it may date to the time of 
Mnemonios, the first bishop of Amathus.21  
Ayios Varvara 
A basilica and oil pressing installation were uncovered in the eastern 
necropolis of Amathus. The precise location is not noted in the Amathus publication; 
however, the presence of a later chapel to Ayios Varvara near the coastline east of the 
city appears to be the approximate location. If so, Ayios Varvara was near the southern 
coastal road, the lower town and agora, and the port facilities. The chapel may have been 
a destination for the infirm. A number of artifacts representing anatomical parts were 
found during excavation; these types of votive offerings are often indicative of prayers 
for healing.22 The presence of at least seventeen small adjoining rooms, two large 
cisterns, and the olive pressing installation may suggest that the complex was used as a 
monastery.23  
The five-aisled chapel has only been published in summary form and its 
dimensions are unknown at this time, but it is described in the publication as “petite.” 
                                                
 
20Ibid., 158.  
21Ibid., 160.  
22Pralong, "La Basilique de l’Acropole," 49.  
23Aupert, Guide d'Amathonte, 169.  
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Ceramic lamps, a mosaic depicting grapes, limestone sarcophagi, ossuaries, and marble 
offering tables were found in excavations. 
Arsinoe 
The late antique city of Arsinoe was located along the northern coast of 
Cyprus, on a road that cut through the Akamas Peninsula connecting Paphos and Soloi.24 
The excavated remains of Arsinoe reveals a blend of industrial, domestic, funerary, and 
religious activities. In terms of size and basilica building programs, Arsinoe may share 
similarities with Peyia to the southwest. There is some evidence for additional basilicas in 
the area.25 
Two basilicas have been excavated in Arsinoe (Figure A11), both with a large 
number of contemporary and later burials. The large number of burials associated with 
the two basilicas appears, so far, to be unique on Cyprus. The city was the seat of a 
bishop. A few bishops are known from Late Antiquity, including two fifth century 
bishops mentioned in an inscription found in 1960: Archbishop Sabinos and Bishop 
Photinos.26 Bishop Prosechius attended the Council of Chalcedon in 451.27 
                                                
 
24Bekker-Nielsen, The Roads of Ancient Cyprus, 130.  
25Amy Papalexandrou and William Caraher, "Arsinoe in Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages," 
in City of Gold: The Archaeology of Polis Chrysochous, Cyprus, ed. William A. P. Childs, Joanna S. Smith, 
and J. Michael Padgett (Princeton: Princeton University Art Museum, 2012), 281, note 7.  
26Ibid., 268.  
27Michel Lequien, Oriens Christianus, vol. 2 (Paris: Ex Typographia Regia, 1740), 1065.  
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South Basilica (E.F2)  
The south basilica at Arsinoe (Figure A12) was a three-aisled, triapsal basilica 
dating no earlier than the mid- to late sixth century.28 The building was relatively close 
(less than 500 m) to the road that branched northeast towards Soloi, but not as close to a 
main road as many basilicas in other cities. The south basilica was located within the city 
walls near a tetrapylon, indicating that it may have been near an important intersection or 
the town center.29 The basilica underwent significant refurbishing in the seventh century, 
with additions of a narthex and a south portico, and a reconstruction of the nave.30 The 
nave was small (287.5 m2), with marble plaques, frescoes, opus sectile paving, and wall 
mosaics. Three tombs, probably for prominent religious figures, were built into the south 
aisle (Figure A13), and over one hundred burials were found outside the exterior walls.31  
North Basilica (E.G0) 
On a bluff northeast of the southern basilica stood a similar three-aisled 
basilica (Figure A14) of a slightly larger size (435 m2) dating to the sixth century.32 This 
basilica would have been visible from the sea and was near a fortification that may have 
                                                
 
28William Caraher and Amy Papalexandrou, "Re-Imagining the Basilica at E.F2 at Polis-
Chrysochous" (paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Schools of Oriental Research, 
Baltimore, 2013).  
29Papalexandrou and Caraher, Arsinoe in Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages, 269.  
30William Caraher et al., "The South Basilica at Arsinoe (Polis Tis Chrysochou): Change and 
Innovation in an Early Christian Basilica on Cyprus," Cahiers du Centre d’Études Chypriotes 43 (2013): 
83.  
31Papalexandrou and Caraher, Arsinoe in Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages, 273.  
32Tina Najbjerg, Charles Nicklies, and Amy Papalexandrou, "Princeton University Excavations 
at Polis/Arsinoe: Preliminary Report on the Roman and Medieval Levels," Report of the Department of 
Antiquities, Cyprus (2002): 147.  
 32 
allowed for better security to the area.33 Like the south basilica, numerous burials were 
associated with the north basilica and the church continued to be renovated to 
accommodate burials well after Late Antiquity. Burial pits, constructed around the same 
time as the basilica, ran along the exterior northern wall line and additional burials were 
found inside the church. In addition to three northeast-oriented apses, the basilica also 
had an apse on the northern wall, similar to the northern-oriented apses at Ayios 
Tychonas in Amathus.34 An olive press that may demonstrate an industrial interest of the 
church was found in a room nearby. 
Karpasia 
The late antique city of Karpasia was constructed on top of the Hellenistic and 
Roman levels. Karpasia was a harbor town located in the Karpas Peninsula. It sat along a 
road that ran west towards Salamis, a road that ran east towards Cape St. Andreas, and a 
southern road that cut across the peninsula.35  
Only one basilica in the city is known at this time. Joan du Plat Taylor 
identified the building as an episcopal basilica due to the known existence of an episcopal 
seat in Karpasia, the presence of a baptistery, and its prominent location within the city 
(Figure A15). Two bishops of Karpasia are known in the histories: Hermolaos, present at 
the Council of Chalcedon in 451, and St. Philon.36 St. Philon, a contemporary of 
                                                
 
33Papalexandrou and Caraher, Arsinoe in Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages, 274.  
34Ibid., 281, note 26.  
35Bekker-Nielsen, The Roads of Ancient Cyprus, 159.  
36Lequien, Oriens Christianus, 1067-1068.  
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Epiphanius of Salamis, is mentioned in the latter’s letter to John of Jerusalem.37 It is for 
this bishop that the basilica at Karpasia is named. 
Ayios Philon 
The three-aisled, triapsal basilica of Ayios Philon (Figure A16) lies beneath a 
smaller medieval basilica of the same name (Figure A17). The church is located directly 
beside the harbor and parts of the building complex have eroded into the sea. It appears to 
have been in close proximity to the road leading to Salamis.38 Based on numismatic and 
ceramic evidence, the building’s first phase construction can be dated to the early fifth 
century at the earliest.39 Given the date of construction, it is possible that St. Philon was 
the bishop who ordered the construction of the church.40  
The nave is small (278.72 m2), but the church was part of a larger complex that 
included a processional baptistery, a large courtyard, a water system, and second floor 
domestic lodgings over the east portico. The outbuildings utilized random stone from the 
earlier levels of the site, but the stone used in the nave itself was well cut. The pavements 
in the basilica and baptistery consist of particularly well-preserved opus sectile. A 
terracotta sarcophagus was found in the north apse. 
                                                
 
37Jerome, "Letters of St. Jerome," in Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Second Series, ed. Philip 
Schaff and Henry Wace (Buffalo: Christian Literature Publishing Co., 1893), LI.2.  
38Bekker-Nielsen, The Roads of Ancient Cyprus, 169.  
39Joan du Plat Taylor and A. H. S. Megaw, "Excavations at Ayios Philon, the Ancient 
Carpasia," Report of the Department of Antiquities, Cyprus (1981): 216.  
40Ibid., 250.  
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Kourion 
The beginning of Late Antiquity at Kourion was marked by an earthquake or 
series of earthquakes in the fourth century that severely damaged portions of the city and 
water system. The years following included slow reconstruction efforts that resulted in 
both religious and secular buildings. Kourion likely had a small harbor and was located 
along the southern coastal road. It was along an important pilgrimage route in the 
Hellenistic and Roman periods. 
Kourion’s transition from a Greco-Roman temple city to a late antique 
Christian city may best be exemplified by an inscription found in the fifth century House 
of Eustolios, located east of the Roman theatre (Figure A18). Written in Homeric style, 
the inscription reads: “this house, in place of its ancient armament of walls and iron and 
bronze and steel, has now girt itself with the much venerated symbols of Christ.”41 This 
inscription stands as a stark contrast to earlier periods on the site, where the veneration of 
Apollo Hylates was central. 
Kourion was the seat of the bishop of Kourion. Numerous bishops’ names are 
known, including a few from before there was a built basilica in the city. Bishop 
Philoneides threw himself of the cliffs near Kourion to escape persecution under 
Diocletian (284-305 CE)42 and Bishop Zeno attended the council of Ephesus in 431 CE.43 
                                                
 
41Terence Bruce Mitford, The Inscriptions of Kourion, Memoirs of the American Philosophical 
Society 83 (Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 1971), 354. 
42John Hackett, A History of the Orthodox Church of Cyprus from the Coming of the Apostles 
Paul and Barnabas to the Commencement of the British Occupation (A. D. 45-A. D. 1878) Together with 
Some Account of the Latin and Other Churches Existing in the Island (London: Methuen & Co., 1901), 
381. 
43Lequien, Oriens Christianus, 1057. 
 35 
Based on numismatic evidence, Peter Megaw believed Zeno may have been the bishop to 
build the episcopal basilica.44 
Episcopal Basilica 
The episcopal basilica of the bishop of Kourion (Figure A19) was located in 
the southwest corner of the Roman forum over an earlier civic basilica not far from the 
Paphos Gate and access to the southern coastal road. The episcopal basilica reused many 
materials from this earlier building, and likely from other buildings on the site that had 
been destroyed in the fourth century earthquakes. The main basilica was constructed 
some time in the early fifth century and had three aisles and one apse. The basilica itself 
was medium-sized (914 m2) and was part of an even larger complex with an atrium, 
multiple courts, a separate baptismal chapel, and a two-story living quarters. Numerous 
industrial installations were found in rooms attached to the atrium (Figure A20), although 
it is unclear whether they were used during the main period of use of the basilica.45 The 
apsidal baptismal chapel had three aisles and a cruciform baptistery.  
There is some evidence that the basilica was impacted by the Arab raids of the 
mid-seventh century, but the basilica seems to have remained in use until at least 685, 
based on a coin of Justinian II.46 After that, the basilica experienced a major catastrophe, 
likely an earthquake, causing structural damage and cutting off the water supply. The 
building was eventually abandoned. 
                                                
 
44Megaw, Kourion: Excavations in the Episcopal Precinct, 555.  
45Christopher Mavromatis, “Kourion's Hinterland in Late Antiquity and the Findings of the 
Sotira Archaeological Project's 1997 and 2004 Seasons” (Ph.D. diss., University of Birmingham, 2009), 
405.  
46Megaw, Kourion: Excavations in the Episcopal Precinct, 561.  
 36 
Following the abandonment of the episcopal basilica, the episcopal seat may 
have moved eastward to the west bank of the Kouris River to the basilica at Episkopi 
Sarayia. This three-aisled basilica utilized spolia from the episcopal basilica at Kourion 
in its opus sectile floors. At least one bishop of Kourion, Michael in 1051, is known from 
subsequent periods.47 The basilica remained in use at least through the twelfth century, 
and became part of a larger medieval complex that manufactured sugar.48 
Extra Mural Basilica  
Lying on an east-west Roman road north of the city walls and east of the 
stadium (Figure A21) was a very small (176.47 m2) three-aisled, triapsal basilica (Figure 
A22) with a large, rectangular cistern dating to the late fifth or early sixth century.49 The 
basilica borrowed stone from earlier buildings, much of which likely came from the 
nearby stadium and temple of Apollo. A set of stairs on the north side of the complex 
probably led up to a gallery above the narthex.50  
Coastal Basilica 
A small (275.1 m2) three-aisled, triapsal basilica (Figure A23) stood at the base 
of the acropolis hill approximately 150 meters from the current coastline.51 The basilica 
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may have been connected to the Kourion harbor, although the existence and location of 
such a harbor are yet unknown. A limestone mole near the basilica may be the remains of 
an artificial harbor.52  
The basilica consisted of at least two phases.53 The interior was paved with 
numerous mosaics of opus sectile and tesserae. The basilica appears to have had wall or 
apse mosaics as large sections of gold and mother-of-pearl plated tesserae were found in 
the nave and side aisles with geometric and figural motifs.54 Nearly all of the marble 
columns were found near their original positions, including one column with a short 
Arabic graffito of a prayer. The larger complex (Figure A24) included an atrium with a 
cistern, numerous outbuildings to the west and south, a bread oven, and a lime kiln that 
may date to a later period. Some of the outer rooms seem to have been repurposed 
following the end of the main period of use of the basilica. 
Paphos 
Located along the main southern coastal road, Paphos was affected by the 
same earthquakes at the end of the 4th century that leveled portions of Kourion.55 Around 
that time, the city experienced a gradual conversion to Christianity. Christian buildings 
seem to have been located in districts set away from the Roman buildings, perhaps due to 
the slow speed with which Christianity spread in the city (Figure A25). 
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A few bishops are known by name: Bishop Cyril attended the first Council of 
Nicaea in 325, Ioulios attended the Council of Constantinople in 381, and Saprikios 
attended the Council of Ephesus in 431.56 The bishop of Paphos had governance over the 
neighboring towns, including possibly Yeriskopou, the site of a recent basilica excavation 
by the University of Cyprus.57 A fifth basilica in the region was found near Yeriskopou in 
the area called Shyrvallos east of Paphos town. 58 North of the Shyrvallos basilica was a 
small chapel with a baptistery and a mosaic dedicatory inscription in a tabula ansata.59 
The benefactor is unnamed. How these two basilicas related to the bishopric centered in 
Nea Paphos is unknown. 
Ayios Kyriaki 
Ayios Kyriaki (Figure A26) was likely the seat of the bishop of Paphos. 
Although it has been identified as the episcopal seat, like the Amathus churches, no 
baptismal font has been found. Next only to Ayios Epiphanios in Salamis, Ayios Kyriaki 
was one of the largest basilicas in Cyprus at 1786 square meters. The building was 
situated on the eastern side of the walled city, probably near the east gate. 
The late antique basilica of Ayios Kyriaki had at least two main phases and 
was also the site of a gothic church and later (15th-16th century) basilica. The first phase 
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basilica, constructed during the early fourth century, was seven aisled with three apses. 
During the sixth century, the church underwent a major expansion, adding a domestic 
structure, adding and changing mosaics, and reducing the number of aisles from seven to 
five (Figure A27).60 This renovation was commemorated with a mosaic dedicatory 
inscription in a tabula ansata to Bishop Sergius, a previously unknown bishop of Paphos, 
in a prominent place at the entrance from the narthex (Figure A28). 
Toumballos  
Northeast of the agora in Nea Paphos was a small, one-aisled basilica or 
apsidal shrine in the area known as Garrison’s Camp or Toumballos dating to the late 
fourth century.61 The building was near the northwest gate and north gate of the city, just 
northeast of the agora. The basilica overlaid a Greco-Roman temple and hypogeum to 
Apollo and utilized portions of the earlier pagan sanctuary in its construction (Figure 
A29).62 The central nave had two apses nested together with a tomb between. The 
excavators have suggested that the basilica may have been built as a memorial to St. 
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Hilarion, who according to St. Jerome,63 preached at a pagan temple that echoed (like a 
hypogeum might).64 The basilica may have been part of a larger complex. 
Panayia Limeniotissa 
A medium-sized (646 m2), three-aisled basilica with one apse was situated 
adjacent to the Paphos harbor (Figure A30). Apart from immediate access to the port, the 
building was located along the road leading out of the harbor area. The church is known 
as Panayia Limeniotissa (Our Lady of the Port) based on a reference to a port basilica in 
Paphos in the writings of St. Neophytos (12th century),65 and was constructed in the early 
fifth century.66 The church complex had numerous attached rooms and a gallery above 
the aisles and narthex.67 An atrium or courtyard seems to have stood southwest of the 
narthex. 
Numerous Arab inscriptions were discovered in and around the basilica 
leading to the conclusion that the basilica may have been reused as a mosque following 
the Arab conquest before it was rebuilt as a barrel-vaulted basilica in the medieval 
period.68 Both Panayia Limeniotissa and the basilica at Toumballos are only about 600 
meters from the episcopal seat at Ayios Kyriaki. 
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Peyia 
The settlement known today as Ayios Georgios on the far west coast of Cyprus 
at Cape Drepanon may have been an important port city along the grain route from Egypt 
to Constantinople in Late Antiquity. The city undoubtedly had a port, although erosion 
off the coastline has eliminated any remains of an ancient harbor. Fragments of the ambo 
in Basilica A contained an inscription that read: “for the blessing of sailors,” which 
suggests the city had strong connections to the sea.69 Due to its economic connections, 
the city began its decline when the Sassanid Persian army seized Alexandria around 618, 
effectively cutting off the trade connection.70 As a consequence of the Arab conquest, the 
rest of the city was abandoned. 
The late antique city supported at least three basilicas (Figure A31), including 
a large episcopal complex, and likely had numerous other churches that have not yet been 
identified. Demetrios Michaelides has suggested that the large number of basilicas may 
indicate that the city was used as a resting point for pilgrims headed for Jerusalem.71 The 
city lay at the end of a road that led from Paphos and Coral Bay to Cape Drepanon and 
along a road leading northeast to Arsinoe; however, the line of the road is lost right 
before it reaches the cape, making it difficult to determine the relationships of the 
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basilicas to the road.72 There is some evidence from the design and techniques used in the 
mosaics that the city utilized Paphos-based craftsmen. 
A small Christian chapel has been found on the eastern edge of the small island 
of Geronisos to the west.73 The island was a pilgrimage site to Apollo in the Hellenistic 
period, and may have had a similar function during Late Antiquity. Little has been 
published so far on the recently discovered chapel, but a study of how it interacted with 
the mainland basilicas will be useful for the understanding of basilica function on Cyprus. 
Basilica A 
Basilica A (Figure A32) possesses many of the characteristics of an episcopal 
basilica and dates to the second half of the fifth century. The medium-sized (528.2 m2), 
triapsal basilica was linked by an open court to Justinian-era baths.74 The adjoining 
complex was large and included an atrium, a baptistery within an adjacent additional 
triapsal basilica, side rooms off the north wall, an upper gallery, and a Greco-Roman 
style domestic area to the west. The baptistery chapel is of a unique style to Cyprus, with 
a circular baptismal in the center of the room (Figure A33). The main basilica contains 
figural and geometric tessellated mosaics, possibly made by the mosaic workshops in 
nearby Paphos75 and similar in style to mosaics found in Antioch.76 It contains some of 
the most expensive decorations in late antique basilicas.77 
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Basilica B 
The second basilica (Figure A34), located to the south near the foot of a hill, 
had three apses and aisles (Figure A35) and a tomb at the end of the narthex. Basilica B 
dates to the late sixth century78 and is quite small (around 210 m2). The nave was less 
ornate than those of Basilicas A and C. The church was situated in a residential area near 
houses and a few subterranean cisterns. 
Basilica C 
Basilica C (Figure A34) had three apses and aisles and was even smaller than 
Basilica B (around 160 m2). The basilica, located northeast of the main basilica and the 
baths, had a significant number of outbuildings, including a room with an oil press 
(Figure A36), a well, a courtyard, and domestic spaces. The original building may have 
been constructed sometime during the sixth century.79 Construction during a second 
phase of the building added a gallery and walled up a corridor on the north side for 
storage purposes. 
Salamis-Constantia 
Following two devastating earthquakes in the mid-fourth century CE, 
Constantine II refounded the already prominent city of Salamis as “Constantia.” The city 
became the late antique metropolitan city of Cyprus (Figure A37). The late antique city 
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flourished and had two of the largest basilicas on the island. Salamis-Constantia was 
located along numerous major routes across the island: northwest to Soloi, southwest to 
Kition and westward along to Paphos.80 The city also maintained an ancient harbor 
located less than one kilometer away from the main churches.  
Salamis was arguably the most influential bishopric on Cyprus and became the 
seat of the archbishop of Cyprus. Numerous bishops’ names are known, including 
Archbishop Epiphanius of Salamis. Gelasius of Salamis attended the council of Nicaea in 
325.81 Bishop Anthemios allegedly discovered the remains of the apostle Barnabas during 
the reign of Emperor Zeno.82 The city was likely a pilgrimage destination, with 
reliquaries found at Kampanopetra and Ayios Barnabas, and the alleged tomb of Bishop 
Epiphanios in his namesake basilica. Perhaps it is for these reasons that Salamis, above 
all other cities in late antique Cyprus, had the largest and most ornate basilica complexes 
on the island. 
Four basilicas have been excavated in Salamis and its vicinity. At least one 
other chapel was found in the same general area as Kampanopetra and Ayios Epiphanios 
to the northeast of Ayios Epiphanios;83 however, there is little to no information 
regarding the building available. Other basilicas and church-related buildings are still yet 
to be uncovered. 
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Ayios Epiphanios  
Built sometime in the late fourth or early fifth century,84 the basilica known as 
Ayios Epiphanios (Figure A38) is the largest excavated basilica on Cyprus and one of the 
largest basilicas of the time period in the greater Mediterranean region with an area of 
2520 square meters (Figure A39). It was located to the northeast of the agora and south of 
the forum, likely near a western gate leading out of the city. The basilica originally had 
seven aisles with three apses, but its plan was changed to a five-aisle plan with a 
synthronon after a sixth century renovation. The atrium to the west has not been 
excavated, but the rooms on the east side of the nave demonstrate that the church was 
part of a larger complex, and very likely contained an atrium. A cruciform baptistery 
heated by hypocausts lies to the east of the south aisles. A gallery ran above the aisles and 
the narthex.85 The church is presumed to have been the episcopal seat of the bishop of 
Salamis.  
The basilica is associated with St. Epiphanios due to its construction date and 
location. The Life of Epiphanios gives a hagiographic account that corroborates the 
identification.86 A tomb in the south aisle may have belonged to Epiphanios himself 
before his remains were moved to Constantinople in the 10th century. A smaller chapel, 
located in an annex between the south aisles and the baptistery, was used in the tenth 
century.87 
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Kampanopetra  
The basilica known as Kampanopetra (Figure A40) is situated less than one 
hundred meters from the coastline within the ancient city walls of Salamis-Constantia to 
the east of Ayios Epiphanios. Built in the early sixth century, the basilica was three aisled 
with three apses (Figure A42), and, like Ayios Epiphanios, is one of the largest basilicas 
on Cyprus at 1638 square meters. A monumental staircase led up to the east end of the 
basilica from the beach, passing by a bath complex with opus sectile paving. The church 
complex is very large and consists of an entry court and atrium with a portico to the west, 
an additional atrium to the east that housed a reliquary, a possible baptistery or small 
chapel,88 lodgings for priests,89 lodgings for pilgrims, and numerous additional rooms. 
The large courts, upstairs gallery, and numerous doorways would have addressed the 
issues associated with large groups of people navigating the building.90 Seven tombs 
were found in the south aisle (Figure A43), some of which appear to postdate the main 
life of the basilica as they utilized pieces of marble from the basilica decorations. A 
reliquary was found in the eastern section of the north aisle.91 
The basilica was decorated with a large amount of imported Proconnesian 
marble and opus sectile floors. A marble fragment with an inscription bearing the name 
Ioannis may refer to the hypatikos sent by Justinian to renovate the baths near the 
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gymnasium in 542-543 CE.92 It is plausible that the same official also oversaw 
renovations of the basilica. The plan and style of Kampanopetra is very similar to that of 
Ayios Epiphanios and also shares similarities with Palestinian churches of the time 
period.93 
The Agora Basilica  
Little investigation has been done on the basilica in the eastern portico of the 
agora near the Temple of Zeus (Figure A41) since the late nineteenth century. Like Ayios 
Epiphanios, the building may have been located near a western gate that provided 
entrance into the city and agora. The basilica was small (304.36 m2), with three apses and 
aisles and mosaic pavements. 94 The building likely dated to the fifth or sixth century. The 
portico of the agora may have functioned as an atrium and narthex for the basilica.  
Ayios Barnabas  
Outside Salamis, near the Bronze Age city of Enkomi, was a medium-sized 
(722 m2), three aisled basilica built to St. Barnabas (Figure A44). The complex’s 
connectivity with the surrounding area during Late Antiquity is difficult to determine, 
although it was certainly serviced by a road that led east to Salamis. 
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Barnabas was traditionally a native of Salamis, and, according to a 
hagiographic account, was martyred there.95 The archbishop of Salamis discovered the 
relics of Barnabas after having a dream.96 Consequently, Emperor Zeno financed the 
building of a church at the site in the late fifth century and built a small shrine paved with 
opus sectile to the northeast of the basilica over the spot where the relics were found. A 
mensa martyris was placed in one of the aisles to facilitate touching the relic.97 
Little remains of the late antique church (Figure A45), and a modern 
reconstruction of parts of the eastern apse has further obscured the ancient remains. 
Alexander of Cyprus lists the amenities the complex had, including an open courtyard, 
lodgings for pilgrims, and a water system with a cistern. The basilica and monastery may 
have become home to the bishop of Salamis after the destruction of Ayios Epiphanios.98 
Soloi 
The site of Soloi (Figure A46) is located along the northwest coast of Cyprus, 
connected by a road that led from Arsinoe and across the Akamas Peninsula to Paphos, a 
road east to Tamassos and Salamis, and possibly a road south to Lapethos and Kourion.99 
Little late antique remains are visible on the site aside from the basilica. The city had a 
large port to the northeast. 
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The late antique city was the titular see of the bishop of Soloi and had very 
early Christian origins. Auxibius, a convert of Mark, may have founded the bishopric in 
the first century. Due to the city’s association with a saint that had been converted by an 
early apostle, the churches of Soloi were likely a destination for pilgrims. Numerous 
other bishops have been identified. Evagrios attended the Council of Ephesus in 431, 
Epiphanios attended the Council of Chalcedon in 451, Stratonikos attended the twelfth 
session of the Sixth Ecumenical Council in 680, and Eustathios attended the Second 
Council of Nicaea in 787.100 Additional medieval bishops’ names are known and, in spite 
of clear evidence of destruction from the seventh century, the church had a presence in 
the city long after the end of late antiquity. 
Basilica 
The basilica at Soloi (Figure A47), built in the fourth century over two even 
earlier buildings northeast of the Roman theatre, shows at least two main phases. 
Unfortunately, due to the Turkish invasion of Cyprus in 1974, the excavation of the site 
ended prematurely and dating and sequencing of the site remains conjectural. The first 
phase, known as Basilica A, was paved with tessellated mosaics. Basilica A had five 
aisles and was four meters narrower than Basilica B.101 The building was near the agora 
and civic city center, as well as a gate on the east side of the city.102 
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The second phase, constructed during the late fifth or early sixth century, 
followed a similar plan to the earlier building and was paved with opus sectile floors. The 
basilica had three apses and aisles, with the later addition of a synthronon in the central 
apse. Small rooms north of the nave have been identified as a catechumena and 
diakonikon. Numerous additional rooms made up the complex, including a possible 
domestic residence and a set of stairs led that led to an upper level, likely a gallery.  
An inscription from the atrium describes two raids that impacted the island in 
the seventh century. During the second raid, the basilica and surrounding complex were 
burned. A subsequent earthquake appears to have caused further destruction of the 
building. Bishop John, mentioned on a few lead seals from the mid-seventh century, 
rebuilt the basilica only a few years after the destruction, in 655 CE.103 A dedicatory 
inscription was found in a tabula ansata on a mosaic pavement. The inscription, like the 
one found at Shyrvallos, does not mention the name of the benefactor, and may pre-date 
Basilica A.104 A graffito of a ship on one of the benches may be evidence of sailors 
journeying up from the nearby harbor to attend the basilica.105 
Following the basilica’s reconstruction, the church continued to be used 
through the tenth century. Medieval pottery was found in the excavations along with 
several medieval burials in the nave that may have been associated with a small gothic 
chapel built over the presbytery.106 
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Table 1: Basilica data by category 
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Amathus Acropolis 600 m2 X    X X  X X X   
Amathus Base 204 m2 X X X X        X 
Amathus Southeast 1750 m2 X X X X  X       
Ay. Tykhonas 208 m2  X X X        X 
Ay. Varvara SMALL  X X X  X   X X X X 
Arsinoe South 287.5 m2 X           X 
Arsinoe North 435 m2 X          X X 
Ay. Philon 278.72 m2 X X X   X X  X X  X 
Kourion Episcopal 914 m2 X  X X  X X  X X X  
Kourion Extra Mural 176.47 m2   X   X  X  X  X 
Kourion Coastal 275.1 m2 X X    X    X X  
Ay. Kyriaki 1786 m2 X X X   X   X X X  
Paphos Toumballos SMALL X  X X X     X  X 
Paphos Limeniotissa 646 m2 X X X   X  X     
Peyia A 528.2 m2 X     X X X X X   
Peyia B 210 m2 X X          X 
Peyia C 160 m2 X     X  X X X X  
Ay. Epiphanios 2520 m2 X  X X  X X X    X 
Kampanopetra 1638 m2  X X    X  X X X  X 
Salamis Agora 304.36 m2 X  X X X     X   
Ay. Barnabas 722 m2   X   X   X X  X 
Soloi 1449.6 m2 X  X X  X   X X  X 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
 
107The dimensions given for the southeast basilica at Amathus, Ayios Tykhonas, and Basilicas 
B and C at Peyia have been approximated based on the published plan. The dimensions for Ayios Varvara 
and Toumballos are unknown.    
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CHAPTER 5 
ANALYSIS 
Analysis by Basilica 
The initial step of analysis took place on the basilica level. The collected 
basilica data fell under three category types: size, location, and features. In order to create 
a loose typology of functional basilica types common to urban areas, it was necessary to 
find correlations between the data categories to determine which features suggested a 
specific basilica function and which features were less relevant to function.   
Comparisons by Data Category 
To determine correlations between the various data categories, I isolated each 
particular data category and split it into the two or three possible outcomes for the 
category (e.g., “small,” “medium,” “large” for the size category and “inside,” “outside” 
for the position within the city category). I totaled the number of basilicas that fell under 
each category based on the collected data in Table 1 (e.g., 9 of the 12 small basilicas were 
located inside the city, 3 of the 12 small basilicas were located outside the city, etc.). The 
number of basilicas in each isolated category is shown in parenthesis next to the category 
name along the top of the table. Because the data set was small, the margin of error for 
percentages would be high, so I chose to use the generalized terms “ALL,” “MOST,” 
“HALF,” “FEW,” and “NONE” to describe the frequency at which the basilicas fell 
under a particular category rather than statistics. If all of the basilicas of an isolated 
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category type fit a particular data category (i.e. 4 out of 4 basilicas outside the cities had 
associated burials), I wrote “ALL” in the corresponding table. The additional 
designations and their criteria are listed in Table 2. 
From the tables, a few correlations between data categories are revealed; 
however, because of the small sample size for some of the categories, the validity of the 
results is unknown. A broader study would be needed to test the results found here. For 
each of the isolated categories, I have noted the differences between the basilicas that 
stand out, have “bolded” the important variances in the corresponding table, and have 
provided some preliminary conclusions at the end of the Analysis by Basilica section. 
Table 2: Criteria used to designate the proportion of basilicas that fit 
a particular data category 
Criteria Designation 
All basilicas with the isolated category type fit the data 
category ALL 
More than half of the basilicas with the isolated category 
type fit the data category MOST 
Half of the basilicas with the isolated category type fit 
the data category HALF 
Less than half of the basilicas with the isolated category 
type fit the data category FEW 
None of the basilicas with the isolated category type fit 
the data category NONE 
 
Comparison by Size. Figure 1 shows the areas of the basilicas. Ayios Varvara 
and Toumballos have been excluded because their dimensions are unknown. From this 
graph, a few trends emerge. Ayios Epiphanios is by far the largest basilica. There is a 
substantial size difference between Soloi and the next largest basilica, the episcopal 
basilica at Kourion. The sizes then decrease gradually down to the smallest basilica, 
Basilica C at Peyia. For the sake of comparison, I created three size categories: small 
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(under 500 m2), medium (500-1000 m2), and large (over 1000 m2). Based on the 
similarities in size between the smallest basilicas, I created a subcategory of “very small” 
for basilicas under 250 square meters. Ayios Epiphanios would have its own subcategory 
of “very large,” but would not provide a big enough sample for comparison. Most of the 
basilicas in this study fall under the “small” and “medium” categories with only five 
basilicas over 1000 square meters. 
 
Figure 1: Graph of the areas of the basilicas’ naves 
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Table 3 shows the breakdown of the data categories based on the size of the 
basilica. Of the main size categories (small, medium, large), the following differences 
became apparent. All of the large basilicas were located inside cities and were more 
likely to be located near a port and established public space. None of the large basilicas 
were located over earlier temples. All of the medium and large basilicas had atria or 
courtyards, while only some of the small basilicas had atria or courtyards. The medium 
basilicas were more likely to have galleries. The small basilicas were less likely to have 
associated domestic quarters. Small and large basilicas were more likely to have burials.  
Table 3: Number of basilicas in each data category by size 
 Small (12) Medium (5) Large (5) 
Inside City MOST MOST ALL 
Near Port HALF FEW MOST 
Near Road/Gate MOST MOST MOST 
Near Public Space FEW FEW MOST 
Over Temple FEW FEW NONE 
Atrium/Court FEW ALL ALL 
Baptistery FEW FEW FEW 
Gallery FEW MOST FEW 
Domestic FEW MOST MOST 
Water System MOST MOST MOST 
Industrial FEW FEW FEW 
Burials MOST FEW MOST 
 
The main differences between small and very small basilicas were that none of 
the very small basilicas had baptisteries or were located over earlier temples. It is 
possible that the basilica at Toumballos would fit into the very small category, however, 
so the results may not be accurate. Small basilicas were additionally more likely to have 
water systems than very small basilicas. 
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Comparison by Relationship to City. Most of the basilicas examined were 
located inside a city. Table 4 shows the breakdown of the data categories based on the 
basilica’s relationship to the city. All of the basilicas located outside the city had burials, 
while only half of the basilicas located inside a city had burials. Additionally, all of the 
basilicas located outside the city were located in close proximity to a road or gate. None 
of the basilicas outside the city were over earlier temples or had baptisteries. The size of 
basilicas in cities ranged from very small to large. Most of the basilicas outside cities, 
with the exception of Ayios Barnabas, were small. 
Table 4: Number of basilicas in each data category by relationship to city 
 Inside City (18) Outside City (4) 
Near Port FEW HALF 
Near Road/Gate MOST ALL 
Near Public Space FEW HALF 
Over Temple FEW NONE 
Atrium/Court MOST MOST 
Baptistery FEW NONE 
Gallery FEW FEW 
Domestic FEW HALF 
Water System MOST MOST 
Industrial FEW FEW 
Burials HALF ALL 
 
Comparison by Proximity to Port Facilities. A little less than half of the 
basilicas examined were within 350 meters of known or alleged port facilities. Table 5 
shows the breakdown of the data categories based on the basilica’s relationship to a port 
or harbor. None of the basilicas near a port were located over earlier temples. Basilicas 
near ports or harbors ranged in size from small to large. 
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Table 5: Number of basilicas in each data category by proximity to port 
 Near (10) Away From (12) 
Inside City MOST MOST 
Near Road/Gate MOST MOST 
Near Public Space FEW FEW 
Over Temple NONE FEW 
Atrium/Court MOST MOST 
Baptistery FEW FEW 
Gallery FEW FEW 
Domestic FEW HALF 
Water System HALF MOST 
Industrial FEW FEW 
Burials MOST MOST 
 
Comparison by Proximity to Roads or Gates. Most of the basilicas were 
located within 200 meters of a road leading out of a city, a major highway, or a city gate. 
Table 6 shows the breakdown of the data categories based on the basilica’s proximity to a 
road or gate. All of the basilicas not located near a road or gate were within a city. Most 
of the basilicas located near a road or gate were also located near established public 
space, while none of the basilicas away from roads or gates were located near public 
space. The size of basilicas located near roads or gates ranged from small to large. 
Table 6: Number of basilicas in each data category by proximity to roads/gates 
 Near (14) Away From (8) 
Inside City MOST ALL 
Near Port HALF FEW 
Near Public Space MOST NONE 
Over Temple FEW FEW 
Atrium/Court MOST MOST 
Baptistery FEW FEW 
Gallery FEW HALF 
Domestic FEW HALF 
Water System MOST MOST 
Industrial FEW FEW 
Burials MOST HALF 
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Comparison by Proximity to Public Space. Less than half of the basilicas 
examined were within 350 meters of a forum or agora. Table 7 shows the breakdown of 
the data categories based on the basilica’s proximity to established public space. All of 
the basilicas located near established public space were also near a road or gate. Basilicas 
located away from public space were more likely to have associated domestic quarters. 
Basilicas near public space ranged in size from small to large. 
Table 7: Number of basilicas in each data category by proximity to public space 
 Near (9) Away From (13) 
Inside City MOST MOST 
Near Port FEW FEW 
Near Road/Gate ALL FEW 
Over Temple FEW FEW 
Atrium/Court MOST MOST 
Baptistery FEW FEW 
Gallery FEW FEW 
Domestic FEW MOST 
Water System MOST MOST 
Industrial FEW FEW 
Burials MOST MOST 
 
Comparison by Relationship to Earlier Temple. Only three of the twenty-
two basilicas were constructed over an earlier temple. Table 8 shows the breakdown of 
the data categories based on the basilica’s relationship to a temple. All of the basilicas 
built over earlier temples were located in cities and had water systems. None of the 
basilicas built over earlier temples had baptisteries or industrial installations, or were 
located near port facilities. Basilicas built over earlier temples were less likely to have 
atria and burials. Basilicas over an earlier temple were more likely to be in close 
proximity to established public space. Basilicas built over earlier temples ranged from 
small to medium size.  
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Table 8: Number of basilicas in each data category by relationship to earlier temple 
 Over Temple (3) Not Over Temple (19) 
Inside City ALL MOST 
Near Port NONE MOST 
Near Road/Gate MOST MOST 
Near Public Space MOST FEW 
Atrium/Court FEW MOST 
Baptistery NONE FEW 
Gallery FEW FEW 
Domestic FEW FEW 
Water System ALL MOST 
Industrial NONE FEW 
Burials FEW MOST 
 
Comparison by Presence of an Atrium. Most of the basilicas had an atrium 
or a courtyard. Table 9 shows the breakdown of the data categories based on whether or 
not the basilica had an atrium. Basilicas with an atrium were more likely to have an 
associated water system. None of the basilicas without atria or courtyards had 
baptisteries, galleries, or domestic quarters. Basilicas without atria were more likely to 
have associated burials. Basilicas without atria were more likely to be located near public 
space. The sizes of basilicas with an atrium or courtyard ranged from small to large. 
Table 9: Number of basilicas in each data category by  
presence of an atrium or courtyard 
 With Atrium (15) Without Atrium (7) 
Inside City MOST MOST 
Near Port FEW FEW 
Near Road/Gate MOST MOST 
Near Public Space FEW MOST 
Over Temple FEW FEW 
Baptistery FEW NONE 
Gallery FEW NONE 
Domestic MOST NONE 
Water System MOST FEW 
Industrial FEW FEW 
Burials FEW MOST 
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Comparison by Presence of a Baptistery. Most of the basilicas examined did 
not have a baptistery. Table 10 shows the breakdown of the data categories based on 
whether or not the basilica had a baptistery. All of the basilicas with baptisteries were 
located within cities and had an atrium. A basilica with a baptistery was more likely to 
have associated domestic quarters than a basilica without. None of the basilicas with 
baptisteries were located over earlier temples. Basilicas without baptisteries were more 
likely to have burials. The sizes of basilicas with baptisteries ranged from small to large. 
Table 10: Number of basilicas in each data category by presence of a baptistery 
 With Baptistery (4) Without Baptistery (18) 
Inside City ALL MOST 
Near Port FEW HALF 
Near Road/Gate MOST MOST 
Near Public Space HALF FEW 
Over Temple NONE FEW 
Atrium/Court ALL MOST 
Gallery HALF FEW 
Domestic MOST FEW 
Water System MOST MOST 
Industrial FEW FEW 
Burials HALF MOST 
 
Comparison by Presence of a Gallery. A larger number of basilicas did not 
have galleries than did have galleries. Table 11 shows the breakdown of the data 
categories based on whether or not the basilica had a gallery. All of the basilicas with a 
gallery had an atrium. Basilicas with galleries were more likely to have associated 
domestic quarters, and basilicas without galleries were more likely to have associated 
burials. Basilicas with a gallery were less likely to be located near a port, a road or gate, 
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or established public space. Most of the basilicas with galleries were over 500 square 
meters. 
Table 11: Number of basilicas in each data category by presence of a gallery 
 With Gallery (7) Without Gallery (15) 
Inside City MOST MOST 
Near Port FEW MOST 
Near Road/Gate FEW MOST 
Near Public Space FEW MOST 
Over Temple FEW FEW 
Atrium/Court ALL MOST 
Baptistery FEW FEW 
Domestic MOST FEW 
Water System MOST MOST 
Industrial FEW FEW 
Burials FEW MOST 
 
Comparison by Presence of Domestic Quarters. A larger number of the 
examined basilicas did not have associated domestic quarters than did have associated 
domestic quarters. Table 12 shows the breakdown of the data categories based on 
whether or not the basilica had associated domestic quarters. All of the basilicas with 
associated domestic quarters had atria or courtyards and water systems. The size of 
basilicas with associated domestic quarters ranged from small to large.  
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Table 12: Number of basilicas in each data category by presence of 
associated domestic quarters 
 With Domestic (9) Without Domestic (13) 
Inside City MOST MOST 
Near Port FEW HALF 
Near Road/Gate MOST MOST 
Near Public Space FEW HALF 
Over Temple FEW FEW 
Atrium/Court ALL FEW 
Baptistery FEW FEW 
Gallery FEW FEW 
Water System ALL FEW 
Industrial FEW FEW 
Burials HALF MOST 
 
Comparison by Presence of Water System. More of the examined basilicas 
had a water system. Table 13 shows the breakdown of the data categories based on 
whether or not the basilica had a water system. Basilicas with a water system were more 
likely to have atria. None of the basilicas without a water system were over an earlier 
temple or had domestic quarters. Basilicas with a water system were less likely to be near 
a port. The size of basilicas with water systems ranged from small to large. 
Table 13: Number of basilicas in each data category by presence of 
an associated water system 
 With Water System (14) Without Water System (8) 
Inside City MOST MOST 
Near Port FEW MOST 
Near Road/Gate MOST MOST 
Near Public Space FEW HALF 
Over Temple FEW NONE 
Atrium/Court MOST FEW 
Baptistery FEW FEW 
Gallery FEW FEW 
Domestic MOST NONE 
Industrial FEW FEW 
Burials HALF MOST 
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Comparison by Presence of Industrial Installation. Most of the basilicas 
examined did not have an associated industrial installation. Table 14 shows the 
breakdown of the data categories based on whether or not the basilica had an associated 
industrial installation. Basilicas with associated industrial installations were more likely 
to have associated domestic quarters. Basilicas without associated industrial installations 
were more likely to have associated burials. None of the basilicas with associated 
industrial installations were located over an earlier temple. The size of basilicas with 
associated industrial installations ranged from small to large. 
Table 14: Number of basilicas in each data category by presence of 
an associated industrial installation 
 With Industrial (6) Without Industrial (16) 
Inside City MOST MOST 
Near Port HALF FEW 
Near Road/Gate HALF MOST 
Near Public Space FEW FEW 
Over Temple NONE FEW 
Atrium/Court MOST MOST 
Baptistery FEW FEW 
Gallery FEW FEW 
Domestic MOST FEW 
Water MOST MOST 
Burials FEW MOST 
 
Comparison by Presence of Burials. A slightly larger number of basilicas 
had associated burials than did not have associated burials. Table 15 shows the 
breakdown of the data categories based on whether or not the basilica had an associated 
burial. All of the basilicas without associated burials were located inside a city. Basilicas 
with associated burials were less likely to have associated domestic structures. Basilicas 
with burials ranged in size from small to large. 
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Table 15: Number of basilicas in each data category by presence of associated burials 
 With Burial (12) Without Burial (10) 
Inside City MOST ALL 
Near Port FEW FEW 
Near Road/Gate MOST MOST 
Near Public Space FEW FEW 
Over Temple FEW FEW 
Atrium/Court MOST MOST 
Baptistery FEW FEW 
Gallery FEW FEW 
Domestic FEW MOST 
Water MOST MOST 
Industrial FEW FEW 
 
Preliminary Conclusions 
Based upon the above results, a few preliminary conclusions can be made by 
examining the correlations between the data categories. It should be emphasized that 
these conclusions cannot account for all of the idiosyncrasies among the individual 
basilicas and do not speak for all of the basilicas from the late antique period on the 
island. They are, admittedly, preliminary, and serve to help define the functional types of 
basilica for use in discussing urban concerns of the church. 
The size of the basilica does not appear to have determined the presence of 
architectural features, except in the cases of atria and courtyards. Small basilicas shared 
similar features with large basilicas across most of the categories. Although baptisteries 
were found in the large and medium-sized basilicas at Kourion, Peyia, and Salamis, the 
small basilica at Karpasia also had a baptistery and was the seat of a bishopric. All of the 
large and medium basilicas had atria or courtyards, which suggests that the larger 
basilicas needed more space for individuals visiting the church and that church size was 
not just symbolic, but practical as well.  
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Location appeared to correlate to size in the case of the largest churches. Of the 
five large basilicas in the study, all were located inside cities. That is not to say that 
suburban and rural basilicas could not be large, but that extra mural basilicas associated 
with urban centers tended to be smaller. A comparison with rural basilicas would be 
required to determine whether basilicas not associated with large urban areas tended to be 
smaller as well. The recent excavation of a large seventh century basilica on the Akrotiri 
Peninsula by Héléni Procopiou may suggest that large churches were not exclusive to 
urban areas, although the neighborhood surrounding the building has yet to be 
investigated.1 Additionally, large basilicas were more likely to be located near port 
facilities or established public space. This suggests that proximity to high traffic areas of 
the city required additional space. Christian monumental buildings in prominent public 
positions also made a statement about the power of the church in a given city. 
Burials were common inside the cities, but even more common outside the 
cities. Mortuary churches and martyria are often thought to be associated with extra 
mural basilicas, but burials could occur both inside and outside of the city walls. All of 
the basilicas outside the cities had associated burials. 
Suburban and extra mural basilicas appear to have had easy access to the cities 
and cities appear to have had easy access to the suburban and extra mural basilicas. All of 
the basilicas located outside the city were located in close proximity to a road or gate. 
                                                
 
1Héléni Procopiou, "The Katalymata Ton Plakoton: New Light from the Recent 
Archaeological Research in Cyprus," in Cyprus and the Balance of Empires: Art and Archaeology from 
Justinian I to the Coeur De Lion, ed. Charles Anthony Stewart, Thomas W. Davis, and Annemarie Weyl 
Carr, CAARI Monograph Series 5 (Boston: American Schools of Oriental Research, 2014).  
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Extra mural basilicas had close associations to their corresponding cities and were not 
physically isolated. 
Furthermore, it does not appear that any of the urban basilicas were completely 
isolated. Most were located in close proximity to roads or gates and established public 
space, and the only basilicas without easy access to roads or gates were located inside 
cities. Individuals from the cities in question, rather than visitors, may have more often 
frequented these less accessible basilicas. Because the focus for late antique archaeology 
has traditionally been on basilicas, they are often studied in isolation rather than as part of 
a complex system.  
Basilicas located away from the busiest areas were more likely to have 
residential areas. This may have been due to security concerns or noise considerations. 
The basilicas near public spaces were inherently more connected. Quieter sections of the 
city may have been more ideal for living quarters. 
Baptisms generally took place within cities. None of the basilicas located 
outside the cities had baptisteries. This conclusion is consistent with the assumption that 
the responsibilities of the bishop were primarily urban. All of the known episcopal 
basilicas are associated with large urban areas. It was in an urban setting that bishops 
usually performed their liturgical duties. 
Basilicas built over earlier temples were rare, but generally occurred in cities 
and near public spaces. As stated in Chapter 2, Cyprus did not experience the same 
violent shift to Christianity as other areas of the Christian world. Either the churches built 
over temples were built from convenience, or the desire to cleanse pagan space was a 
relatively infrequent need. In the case of the basilica at Toumballos, the association of the 
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Roman temple with St. Hilarion may have been the precipitating factor for the 
construction of the church there. Similarly, the basilica on the Amathus acropolis was 
associated with St. Tykhon removing the priestess of Aphrodite. It would seem that a 
particular area’s association with a saint was a more important rationale for building a 
church in late antiquity than cleansing pagan space. The water systems present in all of 
the basilicas over earlier temples likely pre-dated the churches and were a result of 
repurposing earlier architecture. 
Atria or courtyards appear to have been prerequisites for baptisteries, galleries, 
and domestic quarters. Churches that performed baptisms would need a means of crowd 
control. Galleries were likely utilized for the same reason as atria and occurred in two of 
the four basilicas with baptisteries. Because all of the basilicas with galleries also had 
atria, the “gallery” data category provides little insight into a specific basilica function. 
Domestic quarters of basilicas were often attached to the atria as a means of moving into 
and out of the church. In monastic settings, the courtyard might be used for domestic 
industry. Evidence for monasticism prior to the medieval periods on Cyprus is difficult to 
determine, but the presence of courtyards, domestic quarters, and industrial installations 
together might indicate a monastic church function. 
Basilicas with domestic quarters required a source of water. All of the basilicas 
examined with domestic quarters had a water system of some kind. It makes sense that a 
community living within a basilica would need a water source. In some cases, the water 
came from aqueducts; in other cases, communities utilized water catchment basins or 
cisterns. 
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The individuals who performed industrial tasks in the church likely lived there. 
Most of the basilicas with industrial installations had associated domestic quarters. 
Relevance of Categories. The presence of certain elements gave no indication 
of function. Galleries existed where atria existed, size varied throughout all the different 
data categories, and water systems were too common to indicate a unique basilica 
function.  
The presence of burials did not provide much more insight into the purpose of 
burials other than that people were often buried in and around basilicas. A study of the 
different types of burials and their locations might provide a distinction between burials 
of venerated figures, such as bishops and saints, or laymen. For example, a martyrium to 
a saint might be distinguished from a mortuary chapel for a burial. Unfortunately, human 
remains are often not found in excavated graves due to a number of factors and this 
distinction might be difficult to make.  
Similarly, a more detailed analysis of the types of domestic quarters that were 
excavated could better define differences between bishops’ residences, monastic 
communities, and pilgrim housing. Identifying pilgrim housing might then help 
additionally define pilgrimage basilicas. Generally, associated domestic residences are 
assumed to be for the bishop if attached to an assumed episcopal basilica; however, an in-
depth analysis of the room assemblages in domestic areas might provide additional 
understanding to residential settings within church complexes. 
Functional Types of Basilicas 
Based on correlations determined between the different basilica sizes, 
locations, and features, and the preliminary conclusions listed above, I have created a 
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loose typology of the functional basilica types generally found in association with urban 
areas in Table 16. These types have been chosen based on certain defining characteristics 
of the basilicas examined. They may not fully encapsulate all of the major functions of 
late antique urban basilicas, but they are the functions that emerge based on the data 
categories used in the study. In the future, I would like to define the criteria common to 
monastic basilicas, but the chosen data categories are insufficient for making that 
distinction at present.  
Table 16: Functional basilica types by criteria 
Criteria Functional Type 
With atrium or courtyard Congregational 
With atrium or courtyard and burial; near port or gate Pilgrimage 
With baptistery Baptismal 
With domestic quarters Residential 
With industrial installation Industrial 
Over earlier temple and/or with burials Memorial 
 
Justifications for Proposed Types. Atria were chosen as a defining 
characteristic for congregational churches because they appeared to be the most obvious 
indicator of space considerations. I have defined pilgrimage basilicas as a subset of 
congregational and memorial churches. Pilgrimage churches have atria, an associated 
burial, usually located in an apse or aisle, and are easily accessible by road or port. The 
only basilicas that do not fit the proposed criteria for pilgrimage basilicas, and perhaps 
should, are Ayios Tykhonas and the basilica at Toumballos due to their lack of atria. It is 
likely, however, if the surrounding neighborhoods were investigated, some indication of 
space considerations would be uncovered. The excavation at Toumballos stopped at the 
edge of what was determined an exonarthex, but may have been a larger room. Four of 
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the seven basilicas under the pilgrimage category have known associations with a saint 
(Ayios Philon with the burial of St. Philon, Ayios Epiphanios with the burial of St. 
Epiphanios, Ayios Barnabas with the relics and burial of St. Barnabas, and the Soloi 
basilica with St. Auxibius). The extra mural basilica at Kourion had a burial off the north 
aisle, the basilica at Ayios Varvara had evidence of votive offerings, and Kampanopetra 
had aisle burials and a reliquary in the east court, so all of the basilicas appear to fit the 
category. 
The presence of a baptistery was used as the sole indicator of a baptismal 
basilica. The presence of associated domestic quarters seemed to be the simplest indicator 
of a residential basilica. The presence of an industrial installation was a natural indicator 
of an industrial basilica. The presence of burials and a basilica’s location over an earlier 
temple were determined to be indicators of the memorial type because both elements 
were associated with remembrance of individuals, buildings, or events. 
Most of the basilicas in the study fell under more than one functional category. 
These can be seen in Table 17. A comparison of late antique basilicas by function 
produces somewhat different results than a comparison by style. The basilica on the 
Amathus acropolis, Kampanopetra, and Ayios Barnabas were all of the congregational, 
residential, and memorial types. Ay. Tykhonas, the south basilica at Arsinoe, the basilica 
at Toumballos, and the Salamis agora basilica were only of the memorial type. Ayios 
Philon and Peyia A were both of the congregational, baptismal, and residential type. 
Ayios Kyriaki and Peyia C were both of the congregational, residential, and industrial 
type. Kampanopetra, Ayios Barnabas, and the basilica at Soloi were all of the 
congregational, pilgrimage, residential, and memorial type. 
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Table 17: Basilicas by functional type 
 
 C
ongregational 
 Pilgrim
age 
 Baptism
al 
 Residential 
 Industrial 
 M
em
orial 
Amathus Acropolis X   X  X 
Amathus Base      X 
Amathus Southeast X      
Ay. Tykhonas      X 
Ay. Varvara X X  X X X 
Arsinoe South      X 
Arsinoe North     X X 
Ay. Philon X X X X  X 
Kourion Episcopal X  X X X  
Kourion Extra Mural X X    X 
Kourion Coastal X    X  
Ay. Kyriaki X   X X  
Paphos Toumballos      X 
Paphos Limeniotissa X      
Peyia A X  X X   
Peyia B      X 
Peyia C X   X X  
Ay. Epiphanios X X X   X 
Kampanopetra X X  X  X 
Salamis Agora      X 
Ay. Barnabas X X  X  X 
Soloi X X  X  X 
 
Analysis by City 
The second stage of analysis took place on the city level. Because the sample 
size of basilicas per city is even smaller than the twenty-two-basilica sample, I compared 
the cities based on the presence of the different basilica types proposed in Table 16. Table 
18 shows the various functional basilica types present in the eight case cities. 
Kourion was the only city whose basilicas showed evidence for all six 
functions. All of the urban areas had a congregational basilica with the exception of 
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Arsinoe. Karpasia, Kourion, Peyia, and Salamis had baptismal capabilities, while 
Amathus, Arsinoe, Paphos, and Soloi did not. All of the cities except for Arsinoe had 
basilicas with a residential function. Amathus, Arsinoe, Kourion, Paphos, and Peyia had 
industrial basilicas, while Karpasia, Salamis, and Soloi did not. All of the cities had a 
memorial basilica. 
Table 18: Functional types of basilica present in each city 
 
 C
ongregational 
 Pilgrim
age 
 Baptism
al 
 Residential 
 Industrial 
 M
em
orial 
Amathus X X  X X X 
Arsinoe     X X 
Karpasia X X X X  X 
Kourion X X X X X X 
Paphos X   X X X 
Peyia X  X X X X 
Salamis X X X X  X 
Soloi X X  X  X 
 
Preliminary Conclusions 
Based upon the collected data and the table above, a few preliminary 
conclusions can be made regarding the functions of the basilicas within a particular urban 
area. A few difficulties are apparent when viewing these data by city and those will be 
discussed below.  
It is clear from Table 18 that congregational basilicas were common to cities. 
Cities had many inhabitants in a confined area. Once Christianity spread across Cyprus, 
and more and more individuals converted to Christianity, the church needed to address 
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space considerations and large, congregational basilicas were constructed. Peter Megaw 
identified the north and south annexes at the episcopal basilica at Kourion as 
catechumena, places where unbaptized converts could retire while the Eucharist was 
being performed.2 Space considerations were important for bishops as adult converts 
joined the churches.  
Cities without baptismal basilicas either had another means of baptizing 
believers in the existing basilicas, or the baptisteries or baptismal churches have not yet 
been excavated. So far, no baptisteries have been discovered in Amathus, Arsinoe, 
Paphos, or Soloi. Baptisteries are often associated with episcopal sees; however, it is 
possible that the rigid association between baptisms and bishops is inaccurate. A 
baptistery associated with a more rural church in Shyrvallos near Paphos may be 
evidence of a non-episcopal church with baptismal capabilities, while the lack of a 
baptistery at extensively-excavated Amathus may suggest that the baptismal chapels, like 
those found at Kourion and Salamis, were not the only means of baptizing believers. Of 
course, any speculation regarding the presence or absence of baptisteries must remain 
conjectural, as the areas have not been completely excavated. 
Associated residences were also common. It is likely, with further excavation, 
connected domestic quarters could be found at Arsinoe. Because of the common 
occurrence of residential areas associated with basilicas, research on ecclesiastical 
architecture could benefit from study of the domestic assemblages. Bishops’ residences, 
rather than being completely separate or unalterably linked with basilicas, are a unique 
                                                
 
2Megaw, Kourion: Excavations in the Episcopal Precinct, 158.  
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subset of elite urban domestic archaeology. Research into church residences could 
provide insight into the economic results of ecclesiastical power during Late Antiquity. 
The presence of industrial installations in urban basilicas suggests that the 
church contributed to agricultural production, even outside of rural areas. Tassos 
Papacostas has suggested a link between oil production at Ayios Varvara in Amathus and 
the nearby harbor.3 Given that all of the case cities had known or assumed port facilities, 
it seems reasonable to assume that the urban basilicas had interests in the export trade, 
which may have been a contributing factor to the church’s wealth. It should be noted that 
although bread ovens and olive presses have often been dated to so-called “squatter” 
occupations in the basilicas following the Arab raids, most of the basilicas have not been 
re-sequenced since opinion on the Arab conquest has begun to evolve.4  
The memorial function of basilicas was also typical in the cities. The memorial 
category covers both elite and non-elite burials, although each type of burial had a 
different implication. Elite burials, of saints and bishops, often occurred in the aisles or a 
side apse of the church. The saint’s remains imbued the church building with holiness. 
Other elite burials that occurred in basilicas were likely prominent Christian laymen or 
church benefactors. Expensive grave goods, like some of those found at Arsinoe, may be 
evidence for non-ecclesiastical elite burials around basilicas. Non-elite burials, 
conversely, were likely placed thusly for eternal security: to acquire some of the holiness 
of the church building or nearby saints’ burials to ensure a heavenly afterlife. Regardless 
                                                
 
3Tassos Papacostas, "The Economy of Late Antique Cyprus," in Economy and Exchange in the 
East Mediterranean During Late Antiquity, ed. S. Kingsley and M. Decker (Oxford: Oxbow, 2001), 113.  
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of the reason for the burial, the basilica became a place for church members to remember 
their church fathers, benefactors, and loved ones. 
Salamis was an important pilgrimage city. Three of the seven pilgrimage 
basilicas were located in Salamis, and three of the four excavated basilicas in Salamis had 
evidence of a pilgrimage function. Two of those three basilicas were some of the largest 
on the island. The results of the data analyzed here reinforces the current idea that 
Salamis, as the metropolitan city and seat of the archbishop, was perhaps the most 
significant city for Christianity in late antique Cyprus. 
Limitations of the Results. The results seem to suggest that if a city was 
missing a particular basilica type, that basilica type did not exist in that city. The absence 
of one or more basilica type in this study does not indicate that the city did not have those 
types of basilicas. The disparity could have arisen from the incompleteness of excavation, 
the investigators’ interpretations of the finds, or the scope of the publication data. 
The excavations at Soloi were prematurely interrupted, with the result that the 
neighborhood around the basilica and any additional rooms could not be investigated. 
The site of Salamis is very large. It is likely that more churches and other buildings 
owned by the church have not yet been found. Unfortunately, the political situation in 
Cyprus means that access to both of these sites is limited and research relies on past 
publications that often used older methodologies and had different focuses than modern 
research. 
                                                
 
4For a broader discussion of this issue, see Stephen Dan Humphreys, “Ovens, Olives, and the 
Church in Late Antique Cyprus: A Revised Interpretation Based on New Evidence” (M.A. thesis, 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2014).  
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CHAPTER 6 
CONCLUSIONS 
Efficacy of the Study 
Preliminary conclusions in Chapter 5 reveal insights into variations of size, 
topography, and features in late antique basilicas, as well as functional basilica types 
common to the urban areas of late antique Cyprus. The absence or presence of these 
functional types in each of the case cities may inform future archaeological investigation 
in those areas. 
Effectiveness 
Broadly speaking, the qualitative methods utilized in this study were successful 
in answering a few of the basic research questions proposed. One of the reasons the late 
antique urban areas had multiple basilicas was because the basilicas served a wide variety 
of functions in the cities. Basilica function was closely tied with the functions of the 
church. Because one basilica did not serve all of the common functions, multiple 
basilicas of varied types were constructed to provide a location for the church to complete 
its various roles within the city.  
Late antique basilicas varied in size, location, and features, with a few 
correlations between these elements. Larger basilicas tended to have atria or courtyards 
and to be located near port facilities or established public space, while smaller basilicas 
were more likely to have associated burials. Basilicas located in suburban areas were 
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located in close proximity to a road or gate, indicating that they were easily accessible. 
Basilicas away from busy areas were more likely to be of the residential type. Of the four 
basilicas with baptisteries, all were found inside city walls. The presence of galleries, 
associated domestic quarters, and baptisteries were closely related to the presence of an 
atrium. Associated water systems were found in all of the basilicas that had domestic 
quarters. Basilicas with industrial installations tended to have associated domestic 
quarters. 
Based upon the data analyzed, the basilicas seemed to fall under six different 
functional types: congregational, pilgrimage, baptismal, residential, industrial, and 
memorial. Most basilicas fell under more than one of these categories. Additional 
subdivisions of the residential basilicas into bishops’ residences, monastic communities, 
and pilgrim housing would require additional data, as would the subdivision of the 
memorial category into martyria and mortuary chapels.  
All of the cities had multiple discernable functional types of basilica present. 
Kourion was the only city with excavated examples of all six types. A lack of complete 
data made it impossible to determine whether the absence of a particular basilica type in a 
city suggested anything about the role of the church there. 
The presence of congregational basilicas in nearly all of the case cities attested 
to the growth of church power in Late Antiquity. As more people converted to 
Christianity, large churches were constructed with ample space for crowds. The large, 
congregational churches were both symbolic of the church’s power as expensive, 
monumental structures, and practical for the growing number of converts. Pilgrimage 
churches were examples of the reach of the church’s power. Individuals would travel to 
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visit the pilgrimage sites and receive the associated blessings of the saints. The presence 
of baptismal basilicas illustrates the control that the bishops had over what individuals 
could become a part of the community. Residential basilicas, depending on their use, 
might reveal insights into the prosperity of the bishops or the church in general. Industrial 
basilicas were indicative of the church’s economic interests. Church industry might 
provide a more stable and sustainable “business model” than relying on donations alone. 
Finally, memorial basilicas, depending on their use, were evidence that the power of the 
bishops and saints lived on after their deaths. Martyria and basilicas built over earlier 
temples served as physical reminders of the holy works of the saints. Ultimately, the 
multiple basilicas in the cities were visible proof of ecclesiastical power. They became an 
integral part of a community’s Christian identity. 
One of the most obvious implications that arises from the collected and 
analyzed data is that future archaeological investigation of Late Antiquity must progress 
beyond ecclesiastical architecture in order to truly understand the character of the late 
antique cities. While basilica architecture and function can continue to be reanalyzed 
using new methodologies, our inability to place Cypriot basilicas within more complete 
urban contexts continues to be a shortcoming in the way we approach late antique 
urbanism. 
Until more survey work can be completed to define the settlement patterns of 
the late antique cities around the churches, the field could benefit from a reexamination 
of the room assemblages, particularly those in outbuildings connected to the main naves, 
in cases where they are still available for study. Ceramic evidence could provide more 
accurate dating, especially in cases when the original dating relied on stylistic evidence 
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rather than coinage. The room assemblages could also help define the different types of 
liturgical functions the Cypriot bishops performed in Late Antiquity. 
Finally, the results of this study might provide a way of discussing basilicas 
based on function rather than style. While the proposed functional categories are not 
perfect, they help draw the focus away from the elite nature of ecclesiastical architecture 
to discuss how the basilicas were functioning for individuals across the socio-economic 
spectrum.   
Limitations  
A challenge in this study was manipulating the collected data in such a way 
that it could be easily compared. With the broad range of excavation techniques and 
infrequency and incompleteness of publication, it is difficult to be completely accurate in 
presenting data, even when that data exists. 
Overall, a typological approach can never fully encapsulate the intricacies of a 
natural environment. Yet, the very basic typology proposed in this study may provide a 
way of discussing basilicas from a functional perspective, rather than an architectural or 
stylistic perspective. The determination of function provides a means of speaking about 
the ways individuals shaped ecclesiastical architecture and the ways architecture 
influenced human behavior in the churches and late antique cities. 
Final Thoughts 
As noted in Chapter 1, the focus of archaeological investigation is rapidly 
changing. The era of the “big dig” has long since faded and new technology has yielded 
less expensive and more efficient ways of collecting archaeological data. The current 
focus on ecclesiastical architecture in Cyprus may not persist much longer into the future; 
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nevertheless, an examination of the city in Late Antiquity will never be complete without 
a functional understanding of ecclesiastical architecture. The Christian basilica remains a 
symbolic and prominent feature of the late antique urban landscape of Cyprus. 
 
81 
APPENDIX 
FIGURES 
 
Figure A1: Map of Cyprus (Megaw 2007) 
 
 
Figure A2: Portion of Tabula Peutingeriana showing Cyprus with main roads and a few 
major bishoprics 
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Figure A3: Amathus (Aupert 1996) 
 
 
Figure A4: Plan of the basilica on the Amathus acropolis (Aupert 1996) 
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Figure A5: Central aisle of the Amathus acropolis basilica  
looking west (E. Daughters 2014) 
 
 
Figure A6: Plan of the basilica at the base of the Amathus acropolis (Aupert 1996) 
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Figure A7: Basilica at the base of the Amathus acropolis looking west (E. Daughters 
2014) 
 
 
Figure A8: Plan of Great Southeast Basilica (Aupert 1996) 
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Figure A9: Phase II at Ayios Tykhonas (Aupert 1996) 
 
 
Figure A10: Phase I at Ayios Tykhonas (Aupert 1996) 
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Figure A11: Basilicas in Arsinoe (E. Daughters 2014) 
 
 
Figure A12: Plan of south basilica in Arsinoe (Caraher and Papalexandrou 2013) 
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Figure A13: Tombs in aisle of south basilica in Arsinoe (E. Daughters 2014) 
 
 
Figure A14: North basilica in Arsinoe (Najbjerg, Nicklies, and Papalexandrou 2002) 
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Figure A15: Karpasia (Papageorghiou 1993) 
 
 
Figure A16: Plan of Ayios Philon (du Plat Taylor 1980) 
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Figure A17: View of 11th/12th century church over late antique episcopal complex at 
Ayios Philon looking north (E. Daughters 2014) 
 
 
Figure A18: Kourion (E. Daughters 2014) 
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Figure A19: Plan of the episcopal basilica complex in Kourion (Megaw 2007) 
 
 
Figure A20: View of bread oven from atrium of Kourion  
episcopal basilica (E. Daughters 2013) 
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Figure A21: View of Kourion acropolis from extra mural basilica with episcopal basilica 
and coastal basilica visible (E. Daughters 2014) 
 
 
Figure A22: Plan of extra mural basilica at Kourion (Papageorghiou, “Foreign” 1985) 
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Figure A23: Plan of coastal basilica at Kourion (Christou 2013) 
 
 
Figure A24: View of coastal basilica at Kourion looking south (E. Daughters 2013) 
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Figure A25: Paphos (E. Daughters 2014) 
 
 
Figure A26: Plan of Ayios Kyriaki in Paphos (E. Daughters from Papageorghiou, 
“Foreign” 1985 & Dept. of Antiquities, Cyprus) 
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Figure A27: View of south aisle of Ayios Kyriaki looking west with view of 15th/16th 
century church (E. Daughters 2014) 
 
 
Figure A28: Dedicatory inscription at Ayios Kyriaki in tabula ansata  
at entrance to nave (E. Daughters 2014) 
 95 
 
Figure A29: Possible phasing of basilica/shrine at Toumballos in Paphos  
(E. Daughters from Giudice & Giudice 1998) 
 
 
Figure A30: Plan of Panayia Limeniotissa in Paphos (Papageorghiou, “Foreign” 1985) 
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Figure A31: Peyia (Raptis 2005) 
 
 
Figure A32: Plan of Basilica A in Peyia (Papageorghiou, “Foreign” 1985) 
 97 
 
Figure A33: View of baptistery at Basilica A in Peyia (E. Daughters 2014) 
 
 
 
Figure A34: Plans of Basilicas B & C in Peyia (Megaw 1974) 
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Figure A35: View looking east in Basilica B in Peyia (E. Daughters 2014) 
 
 
Figure A36: Olive oil producing installation in Basilica C complex  
in Peyia (E. Daughters 2014) 
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Figure A37: Salamis-Constantia (E. Daughters 2014) 
 
 
Figure A38: Plan of Ayios Epiphanios in Salamis (Megaw 1974) 
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Figure A39: View looking east in Ayios Epiphanios in Salamis (E. Daughters 2014) 
 
 
Figure A40: Plan of Kampanopetra basilica in Salamis (Roux 1998) 
 
Figure A41: Plan of the agora and Temple of Zeus in Salamis showing the basilica in the 
eastern portico (Munro 1891) 
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Figure A42: View of synthronon in central aisle at Kampanopetra (E. Daughters 2014) 
 
 
Figure A43: Burials in south aisle at Kampanopetra (E. Daughters 2014) 
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Figure A44: Plan of Ayios Barnabas in Salamis (Megaw 1974) 
 
 
Figure A45: View of central apse with synthronon at Ayios Barnabas in Salamis (E. 
Daughters 2014) 
 103 
 
Figure A46: Soloi (Des Gagniers & Tinh 1985) 
 
 
Figure A47: Plan of Soloi basilica (E. Daughters, from Neal 2009) 
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